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blame us-herein ; ſince the work of R rmation,! AY 
or to labour to reduce Ordinances to their pri. - 
mitive Purity and Luſtre,is by all accounted a & * 

rious Work; yea, and it is a full and compleat = 
Reformation we all long for, not only hb 


droſs, and abominable filth of Popiſh > gs s ; 


It, Danvers, p.30. (having Cod us an account . | 
how La ing, on of hands, or Cooltrngon oy: : 
been a and practiſed, | £26 
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® the Church of Rome ; POETS 
By the Charch of Eng AT: 
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And Laftly,By ſome. of the Baptized Ch rches) © 
He comes to examine upon what ground fach'M 
great Ordinance has been, and.is enjoined, A 
Reply. Dou M L els it concerns us all to ſee . DAT. 2 3 
ground, or Scripture;warrant we have for \ WRat®-. : 


' ever wedo, or 1s done in the Worlkip and. Ser-* : 
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| pea oh "marvel not that they leave the Scrip- 
which the | op 
Jelas Chriſt, 'tis fo blaſphemous and. ridiculous | 
(as he well obſerves) that the very namingof the 
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” thee with the ſign of the Croſs, and with the Chryſm 
1 of Sabvation, in oy, New of the Father, Son, 
18 #4 Holy Spirit; the ey benges fhite Gar- 
HR ment, his Head 

18 and attended with Gol , or Sureties; this is 
(faith Mr. Danvers) what ſeveral. Popes and | 
Councils have by their Canons and Decreesde- 
termined, and a 7 as the great Sacrament 
of Confirmation, p 

ly. Well Ms it Hevats tell us, that it is 
not only contrary tothe Scriptures, but Blaſghe- 


to Tradition; For firſt, as to that I 
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hs tay; the reaſors givenfor the ſame by rhe Papiſts; 
are both empt\, and vaitt, and. Mr. Calvin cry 

againſt it, as is minde by Mr. Danvers. To | 
» WR might add a callaſe out of a Treatiſe of 
| Mr. Hanmer, a Predbyteriang who'tho very clear 
6 "as wig OA Layin ng on of hands upon Adult Per- 
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> | | a with one which 9/9 Was 
- |} done. with impoſition of hands without bY 
Chryſm. - And further he {peaks of the KY 
- } form, which (faith he) the make to lie. irs 
' ff theſe words: Conſigno te igno. Crucis,, & confirmo 7! : 
 F+ te Chryſmate ſalutis, in nome Patris, '& Filuu, & *© A 
i ' Sorritite Sontts « 1 fig thee with the fig of the C "als % 
and confirm thee with the Chryſm of Salvation Wn 
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* as. are Adult. And it a appoies that. 0. $51 
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&5 that are hea arſed and bleſſed... Moxeover he 

faith : Jr 5 the fleſpl J or outward aft 

ar we are aipt in water ;, 

tha we are freed 
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$ fagnus the Emperor, about three hundred ? 

L Years after Chriſt; he certifies fully to our pur- #5 

_ poſe, (b.7.c. 2.) that the antiens manner of re- 
ceiving. Members into the Church, wal wich 

E Prayer, and Laying on of hands. tle by 

: calliage the antient manner, he muſt needs re- 

ter to the Apoſtles time. 

= Again, Ewſebixs declareth, ({:b.6. c. 26.) That,  } 

Bore Novatus bein ox was baptized, if it may be _ 


We obraine 


7-8 Ea 0 f Hands 
'  A.D.250, Cyprian ſhall Ve the next, whom 
Cyprian. Ep. - none I oppo poſe take for a ſaborned 
ad on” _ Witneſs; having urged that of If 
by, T8. LR gc ing to Samara, to 1m- 
L bo Hands on thoſe that Phil: 'þ had UPC 
dapt; ed, an he) which Cuftor ## alſo d: ſcend-| L 
to 'us, that they who are baptized, mig't be _ 
brought by the Rulers of the Church, and by Prayer, ih. Y. 
and Een of of - Hands obtain the itoly G hoft Ro; 
!th St. Cyprian, (Ep. ad Steph. de Here- th 
x ts Ep. 72.) It ts of no purpoſe to 7” Hands 01 Gy 
them to receive the Holy Spirit, unleſs they recerve | * 
the Baptiſm of the Church. 1 might produce O- | b- 
 74gen, inhis 7 -th Homily upon Ezekiel, 9% - ; Al 
| . . concerning it. _.- 
| Alſo H:erom, who aufoery this Queſtion, = 
Why he that is ba rized in the Chyrch Ee re- NU 
Ef the Holy Gho#t, but by Impaſition of if hands, : {a 
faith he (Dil, ad Lucifer. Obſervation for A 4 
_ the honour of the Priefthood, did Ang fromthe | f 
Scriptures; If you ask me where it is written ? "ti; A Þ 
rr in Attibus Apoſtolorum, | in the Afts of % - 
c 
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"7  Anbroſe is cited by Mr. Danvers himſelf ; 

watt Aguſtin, and others, whoſe Authority is not 
eſtioned : To which I might add Coryſoftom, 
bheodorer, '&c. Several others, yea many might 

P! oduced, beſides thoſe he calls ſuborned Wit- 
Y 7 eſtes ; and yet have we far better Authors and 
: 4 Vitneſſes to det: nc jo tl red ” 
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upon baptized Believers. JT 
them, viz; blefſed- St. Paw, (Heb. 5. 12. and'6. 
4, 2.) 235 hath, and ſhall (God aſflifting) be made 
farther evident : And upon no better Authority, I 
muſt confeſs, is this ſacred Ordinane&@tr poſed 
upon ls. £6 Os @E 

But now to ſpeak more dire&tly fo Mr. Dan 
g vers, what he infiſts on in pag. 33. about the Ri ] 
' of Confirmation, as practiſed in the Chusch of 


; kt; 'N wa ” oy - 
= 6"S 
\* 2 


LY 
I 


P 2 \ 
ſpeaks of River, (Controv. T om. 2, Exercit. $,44.) 
that it was neither inſtituted by Chrift, nor Is 


F faith Mr. Baxter, make hafte to corrupt #t5, they. 
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. 22 Laying 0n of Hands 

* novations, andcurſed Inventions of corrupt Men. 
I ſhall cloſe this with a-pafſage of Dr. Fer. T aylor, 
eating about Laying on of hands upon bap- 8 Ni 
exfans as {uch, ſaith, This was antient, and Te 
before Pot ed into tne World; and that I es 
"Rite has wre abuſed by Popery than by Þl Bo 
thing. As to what Mr. Danvers ſpeaks of & 15 
Valdenſes, that the true ones were againſt Im- I co: 
oſition , of hands ; if that be true, yet it muſt I #7 
be underſtood of 'the Popiih Confirmation, which Il th 
they difowned as a SACTAenty accompanied with IU 4: 
Ceremonies ; for ſo I find they expreſs them- i #/ 
ſelves : Such a Confirmation, I grant, they wit- | 
neſs againſt, as 'being none of Chriſt's Inſtituti- 
=. on, but introduced y the Devil's Inſtigation ; 
'twas the corruption of it, and not the ing: it 
If, doubtleſs they witneſs againſt : but that they 
owned not Laving on of hands at all after Bap- 
m, -betore admitſion was granted to the Lord's 4% 

| "Table, 1 judg too hard forany to make appear. * 
E if they were ignorant of this Trath, *tis | 
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arvel, conſidering the Day they lived ins 
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+ _Qhbje}. If it be objected, they with other 
; - Churtfes and People he mentions, were much en- 
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upon baptized- Believers, 337 
& they did not ſee it, vx: fitting in-Booths in the * 
Y Feat of the 76 Noouth;, of which we read in | 

Nehem. 8. 13, 14. They found written (faith the 
Text)- in the Law which God commandettby Mo= 
If ſes, thas the Childrer of Irael hould#awell mn 
8 Booths, in the Feaſt of the ſeventh Mo 


I5. And all the Congregation of them, that "mer, 

come again out of Captivity, made Booths, and ſate 

WW x9:der the Booths : For fince the days of Jolhna” * 

the Son of Nun, unto that day, had not the Chil" ©; 

aren of T{ratl done ſo , and there was very rear 

gladneſs, verle 47. ®: —_. 
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GH AP. IV. 
8 Shewing upon what” ground ſome of the Indep«. 
3 pendent and Presbyterian Perſwaſzouzshave:* | 
. aſſerted Laying on of hands on bap i 
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E 94 Laying on of Hapds 
' buta probable ground; and thoſe that read his 
| Book ſhall find, that by the Teſtimony of di- 


vers famqu 
rove it'to be abſolutely the Laying on of hands 
tended" in that Scripture. (See age 25, 26.) 
nd fince I find many eminent Men ſpeaking {c 


lainly on this accountof Heb. 6.1, 2. and to ſa- 
tisfy ſome Perſons herein, and prevent miſtakes, 


\ . take a few inſtances'out of Mr. Hanmer, as the 


ent of ſeveral Divines upon that Text. 


= Thefirſt I ſhall cite is Didoclavins, w ho of 
| three Interpretations of this Text, mentioned 


L by him, admits of this, Cap. 2. viz. Laying on 
RE of hands after Baptiſm, and: before admitted to 
E whe Lords Table : And gives a reaſon why it may 
 becalled Confirmatory ; Nempe ratione Eccleſie 
” approbamtts, & confirmantis ſua. approbatione exa- 


; , 4 oe - , f 5 ? s FI, ! 
4+ «ES 


-  "m1nathar > ad verum illud ac gemunum Confirma- 
F” trons. Sacramentum admittentss : (viz.) Becauſe 


e Churches approving, and by their wpprobatior: 
confirming of the Perſon examined! and adm- 
ring him unto that true and genuine Rite of Con- 
+ ZFhe next is ajor on Heb. 6.2. On this 
+ place (faith he) all that I have ſeen (mark) ur:- 
derfland it of Impoſition of hands on ſuch as have 
| © fer baptized only. Bullinger. 

& * . Mr. Hooker, Lib.$. Sei. 6. in his Appendix, 
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Men, he abundantly endeavours to. 


.C:'thus ſpeaking, Tell me, Wii 
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: pon \pepficed Believers. 25 
to be a ſufficient. ground for it, and that to-he 
the meaning of the Apoſtle there. 
Mr. Parker, ae Poir. Ecclef. lib, 3. c. pL IG, 
refuting the Arguments of ſuch as plead for E- 
| piſcopal Confirmation, at large afſents Caith our | 
' Author) to what is by me deliyered. - "07 
, First, * He ſhews the general nature, andend 
« of it,' viz. admiſſion of Members into the 
© Communion of the Church,;which according. *- ? 
© ly was. uſed towards ſuch as were converted. - 
| © This Impoſition of hands (faith he) Heb.6.2. 4} 
© is'that very Eccleſiaſtical Union, by a ſolemn ©1:4 
8 © profeſſing of Faith, and admilſion into the, '} 
+ CC Chur ch. | & iI 
| Secondly, © He (hews the neceſlity of it from 
&« this Text, Heb. 6. 2. ({aith Mr. Hanmer.) , 
| Thirdly, . That it ought to be done publickly,,.. 3 
= and before the Church : Er hic ordo imter gra-.. 
f via negotia agitur, enim de membrorecipiends, pub=. + | 
4 licum hoc eft, & publics juris, & ideo non nififge®. *© 
F | cleſie conſenſu 7-2 cus adjungenaus ef compe-. 
k 20725, pts Be bg This courſe 15 to be reckoned ar - 
* mong the weighty affairs, it 1s a puvlick thing, and, 
& of publick right ;, for the matter 1 agitation us Ccon-- 
* cerning the recerving of a Member, and therefore 
® 720t to be performed without the conſent of that 
1ſame Church, to which the Competent 4s to WM. } 
7 Fourthly, * He ſhews the Antiquity thereoly, 
off and that tis an Apoſtolical Inſtitution, and thi ll 
* practice of the-Antient Church. ___  . *8R7 
He further affirms, pag. 28. that F:ſcator 104 "28 
-anderſtodd Heb. 6. 1, 2. viz. tomean Laying on 3 
2þf hands,upon the Baptized ; Alſo Beza, Par po 4 
i p _ CY 
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46 Lo ing On » of b (+55 3 
; and Rivet, whoſe words take as follows 2 Gy 
* pofitio manutum, 'Tujus mentio fit, Heb. 6, 2. re 
Jens, efb ad ſolennem Baptizatorum Benedittio- ff 
my gue. Paftoribus ſolebat fieri, eos in Chrifti- 8/ 
aim vocations confirmantibus : Tmpoſition maj H 
was, whereof mention 1s made Heb, 6, 2. us to i 
the ſolemn Benediftion of the Bapti- if 
afuſed to be performed by the Papers. 
aiithe calling of Chriftianity. He 
&. - ottors of Leyden himiae this 
® 2 > ho > rack ſenſe upon this Text alſo. 
CE, hwy who gives this only as the chief thing ? 
2 "WM intended b y the _ in this place, from hence } 
& drafvs this remarkable Inference; hens faith ;; 
F*. Mr; Hanmer) be plainly declares his apprehenſi- | 
= "ONS CC Q ce cerni ing the Original and Antiquity of 1 
- this practice in the Church of Chriſt: 'Hic unus *X 
locus, &c. This one place (faith he) — 
Rtifigs that the-original of this Ceremony, VIZ. | 
fer mation, or Laying on of hands, flow'd from : 
Th - che Apoſtles, which yet wards was turned into | 
FL £2 qSuperfirven; as the World almoFt alws no } ; 
FE _ merates from the beft Inftitutions into C  L 
Wherefore to this day this pure Inftitution (mark) # 
Fr. ought to be retained, but rhe Superſtition to be cor | 
EE  rfted.* Why ſhould Mr. Danvers preſume to '# ic 
F 4 a A w theſe Men confeſs the Scripture is but a | F 
BE probable ground, and that T an and Anti- # Y 
bw ity is the more pes And again © that Þ i 
is nothing but'a* i r_ inſmuation from 
& Scripr re tie Laying on of hands 
5 hat can ok more x olly toa | 
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fn to proceed, he. adds Hyperus, who ſaith, 
xgrarer hands, Heb.6. 2, was in the __ 

that bad been bapt ized and ri : 
= #1 that they might receive the per 
8 Heurgeth ſeveral other Perſons of thehnch j 7 ; : - 
| x The llyricus, Mr. "roger on 1 
F- To which I mt Mr. 4 " 


of Phmoicb in his Hibs Bok ane + i 


tions on this ſpeakingef Zicb. 6.2. Itis ; 
by ſome oriows Lights in the Church ( faith he)- 
9g rh = py in that Pre of 44 "oY 
3 ence 5es "t at t11S avnmn vu :fres th Y 
3th Fe Crrenay flowea from ther. a 
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* IS rt _ - 
® which flood firft, in examining 
A (baptized what progreſs they has made in C init 
nity, Secondly, Im praying for them, that Gad 
= "ould continue them in the Faith, and give them 
54 207 e Aran Rrrengthning them by his Holy Sp Ard. i n-] 
Peteac her hands Kpon them : whence the -__ 
cal Confire was called Laying on of Hands. . © 
What Mr. Baxter peaks pon. a i 
CH 4 f Chriſt (fa ak | 
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I of hands U D Dt 
DD to hh arte Dy ore «lh 
cry beld forth, © Heb. 6. 1, 2. tho. got 4 
with that ſobriety and n , 45 the, othe1 
Probability, but rather: Infall allibility, denying 
ſhip to any that do not receive it, &C. 


Sheping bow, Fid' upon what ground the) Bayes 4 
zed Churches do aſſert Laying 91 of k bands, "IE. 


Re W thoſe learned Perſons he ſpeaks of have 3 
L 1 writ-and afferted Laying on of hands. from 
that Text,. I ſhall leave to the judicious Reader, 3 
by conſidering the Inſtances forecited;, agd: tha I 1 
they hold it alfoias neceſſary to. Charch- -Come 
munjon, might Lpreſume be made manifeſt, but -; 
- s not our preſent work, but rather to mal A 
/: thealllh z it kt SPPany to be an Colne of 2 
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[ - -40 . Laying 0 "_ .0 ,"Y [- 
Jeſus Chriſt; and in order to this, thoſe two. Þ 

iculars, or Principles Mr. Darvers lays down iF 
' 2 we will conſider, viz. _ YH 
3 [- Firſt, That to every Ordinance of Chrit there ® 
oft be ſome Plain pofirive word of Inftitution to % 


firm it; and not only kuman Tradition, or far-, | 
Fete rhe it Conſequences and. Inferences, ſuck as the: * 
; Volumes written of CAPEINS "and fe. i + 
pp Holineſs, to aſſert Infants B apriſm tobean i 0 
* Ordinance of Chrift, which no ordicary C apacity i « 
Ni cy and onl b Men of Parts arid Abilitics 
| Can trace, and Fr tos in their Meanders.. M, 
if _ Secondly, Tha to praffiſe anything in the Wor, 
Bi of God for an Ordinance of bis, without an ( 
: Inftitac ion is Will-worſhip and uperftiri &c.. 
As, The great Text urged for this Inſtitu- { 
de ſays, is Heb.6. 1,2. fa ls leaving \\ 
£5 ples of the Doftrine of Chrift, let us go '} 
4319 - perfett-on, not 7 =>, again the foundation of + 
1: Sarance om dead Works, and of Faith towards | x 


—_— of Dottrine W Baptiſms, Laying on of $ 6 


This the Text affirmed, Qizt o—M to: be the | 
'4 k t QC of = Church, : ot of = 


I A "*0h d upon them, with as = es ny 

[ a hs all Believers be baptized, Mat. 28. 29 N 
"IO, 43. 07, let all baptized Believers eat vg Lord's Fe 
upper, 1 ws 11. 24. Acts 2:41. it 2s 5 ſomething iv 


 ' Anw Fir we grant that to every O i | 
Þ onertanit there mult be ſome wore Fe +þ 
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3x Laying ands, Or. Se 
% But toreply towhat he ſays concerning Heb.6. 
7 it matters not whether it be Heb. 5. 12. or Heb. - | 
® 6. 1,2. or Ac58. 16, 17. or Afts 19.6. or any' } 
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= 42 Laying on of Hands © 

= _JPButis it m dar. 28. 19; or As 10. 48. faid 
in ſo many plain words, Let all Believers be bap- 
tized ? *tis not ſo read in my Bible. Nay, and 
I affirm, that from ar. 28. 19, 20. none can 
Rdfat all Believers ought to be baptired in 
Water, without making ufe of ſome Inference, 
or fome other Text of Scripture to prove it, for 
= as much as Water is not expreſt or mentioned 
jt *.tbere, Suppoſe a Qrzker ſhould tell you, the 


® . 


Apoliles had power, given them to baptize with 
= the Holy. Ghoſt, and that Chriſt commanded 
3 tbem to baptizeall thoſe that were taught,or diſ- 

-. cipled, with the Spirit, and that it intends not 
Water in the.-lealt ; what would you ſay or do 
to refute him ? Doyouthink you ſhould not need 


- 


me Conſequence or other, -or help from ſome 


tended there : £5 ; Or, 
> Iutagain, ſecondly; Is it laid in 1:Co7, 11.24. 
"in & many plain words, Let all Believers eat 
the Loxd'sSupper, or in Ac 2.41, 42? The. Pe- 
dabaptifts fay, how can you prove |by fo many 
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oth  beiprate ate, to prove 'tis Water which is in-. 


1AtY! -words, that VVomen received. the 'Lord's: } - 
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Was ray 
z won yin you, f o well as we, will readily . 
# give. him \ Hot But when Men (hall 
2 mention Scriptures 2 ove their Principles or , 
7 Practice by, and infer this ur that from mae 
& the. palpable wronging and wrefting:of the 25, 

it it CEA: far from the intent of. choVpirit of God -. 
3 therein as as the Eaſt is from the Welt, as the Con- . 
© {cquences and Inferences brought from Circumci-. 
$ ſion, = federal Holinchs, to prove Infants Bap-; |; 
Z tim; th ey are ſuch h kind of Inferences we. de-: 
£ | Poms racy trouble our ſelves: 


——_— 


"= ww ww Ap ; + Th | Vn MS of 


died hh 
1Q mention = 16. 20 hs re; 1 


'$ co rhe yOu in A 


| 1 < ho Sri Rome, MF. 
= rg Grind, Ph mg, Galatia, the Churchis *n an, L 
mT Smyrna, Thyatira cs.” Sardis, Phila- 
| ,- 10 nor in Epheſus. It 3s true Paul laid 
bis band wpon twelve of their number upon another 
_ as Peter and John aid in ——_—_ E 


|  Arfw. Hehas iid here a oreat deal, and re- | : 
futed us with as good Arguments as the Scors- þ 
HE 7142 refuted Bellarmin : what is here we than Þ 
MF meer Affirmations? he acknowledges there is a M 
TH Gn on of hands which is called : a Principle of 
It $ Doftrine, but he ſays it muſt be ſuch a Þ 
© one as is fomewhere taught and praQtifed ; but 1 v 
he is bold to fay, this never was. 
Anſw. Where i is ' that Laying on of hands | of 
git, ich he affirms to be a Principle of | = 
S1 ine ? EINE I queltion it, I be- 4 
al It” Grits 7 Gor be not as one of the firſt + 
beginning Principles of : 
Dottrine; yet where does he find Lay- 
Y 


pag Tx a on Officers taught ? let him not 
be too confident, for that gg , affirmed by 
_ him to be a Precept for it, | 
Þ, E D&.mm 1 Tim. 5. 22. > very: doubtful þ- 
mond ſays tic * what Iaying on of hands is | 
ay 0 _— mentioned there. Mr. f Baxter 
fion faith, Some think by it 15 meant 
' Impoſition -þ hands in Confirmation, 
+ on Maron, ana. Ju. for 
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ted Believers. 21 _ 
ne, y | Officer or Fider, 1s not mentioned in the Texbs 
1 -or Verſe, before nor after, nor elſewhere n= 
14-8 out that fifth Chapter : we muft therefore have 
| recourſe to other Er es in; the caſe of Offi 
| cers, which ave full ecedents r it, as fa 
Tep. GE 2. Abts8. 


i contend for, .comparing Scripta with w_ 
& ture. - | 
Fl But ſecondly, The words | are, kiie? in thera- E. 
1 ſelves 2 Caution or Prohibition than otherwiſe z 
! will he call phis a full Precept? the moſt he can 2 
afſert from hence is this, that the words do im-  } 
ol that Timothy was Ea y hands on ſome body, 1 
otherwiſe no room for thoſe Expreſſions; but 
they alter) kind of Ia La ing goa bangs he Ln p 
is tae que 0n ; W it 7 y x 
more, from hence it may hard i Rage ; 
May we not conclude PauPs Fen to Timothy 
thus far comprehenſive, viz. do: not lay. 
faddenly on any Man, neither to Office; let I 
pegs firſt be proved, 1 T 7. 3, 10., nor upon.} ore | 
Ivy” as fach, they maft fir} be taught, . 
om rated in the Truth they are, adquirtyp 
e; Which may be gathered from "fax, 
38. 20. Heb.5. 12. they muſt be fo om” and _ 
the Truth ſo ex alan” that Perſons may ob 
the ame in Faith, and with underſtanding. ,, 
Thirdly, This muſt needs be granted on 3 all 2 
hands, that without. Ape IETEnCE, or he of | 
other Scripture, Lay hands for Ordina- 
tion cannot. be proved from any; Text, which Mr. s 
Danyers will 0-4'y admit us to do; we mult have :;} 
: every. Principle « of YE _ v Dodtr as in fo. Plan 2h 
pun: 
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E: plat words, and Chriſt's own mouth t00) 
| orelſe'tis no Inſtitution. 

— Objeft. 'Put may be, ſome will ay, he urges 
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Scriptures to-proye Laying on of <3 on. 


! Officers, þag. 54 Aft56.6. & 13H, &c. 


nſw. Gratited, yer ' thoſe are only brought 


as Examples (for Þ indecd they are) a ee not 


Precepts; at re is none urged by him toprove 
it commanded, fave that we have ſpoken to, 
E PFIm'\, 3: and what. can be omg fave 
2 clear Precedents on that account, I know not. 
+ But riow asto Impoſition of hands on baptized 
3 Believers 5 ſach, we have not only clear Exam- 
» ples, bit alſo the Scripture ſhews it was: 
| R8sSa polifive Command and Inſtitution of Jeſus 
breft, or what was commanded b en: which 
Ithalt fully 'ſhew from Heb.6. 1,2." e Apo- 
Mle writing of the fix Princi les, or Foundation- 
Dotetrines of Chriſt, uſes the word a4-v in the 
1R Verſe, and 938 in the 2d Verſe, chti is Word 
and Dottrine : fo this of Laying by om” a= 
monegft other Principles, the Apoſtle there, by the 
|  Spitit,of God, calls the Word PN Doro of 
| \Earift * now theWords of Chriſt, and Commands 
ME-: Chtift, are Terms f{nonymous, or of the like 
' . import; 2s Dent. 10. ſhews, where the ten Com- 
|  mandments are calted in the margin ten Words, 
Joln 1 {ating mu the Hebrew Text. Ss 
Jenn 14.'21. Win 2 . V. compar Wl 
erC 27. further pad +; that hath my Corm- 
2h rinAment.s, and keepeth chem, he it's5 that © dich 
> InVerſ 23. If any Man lovt *me, he will keep 
-'z Words, and in Verſe 24. called Sayings: and 
Word 3 5 ſaid in IE 7.16.2 to be t oe 


| the braces £ Heb. 5 wt > ang. s I, 2. More- 


he tells t 


ate call 


ſn, that Laying - on of bands, as well as. the 9- 


verſ, 38. If any will be 5gnorant, let him be 1 ci 
pats 1 


s »- ; _ ; gr 
p and MT Word 


well as Repentanes Fad aptil 
Word and . f Ce ap 
þe + | and obeyed - 


over this Pri 
Hebrews. calle 


—_ 5, to, the | 
tag God, which | 
m they Fo need again to be irviras> 
ted wy 5-plainly naplying they had- once 
taughr w and were irrthe praftice thereof. Now 
avs x es f God are the * Comment of God 
7.5, Ouaclery compared wit 
Unto them were commuted tbe yr tr of G 
Methinks this might convince any race of God Pos - 


ther Princi io Sad taught and commanded by 1 


engines Eclowned b all that riritu; to : 
be the Commands of God, ; 0 = 7 


,conſider that what the 
Wenn harches :as the Ward of 


Yetiwot withftanding what we ſay 
re I find | chi Tremp: brought - 
his- B. 
2 ot 7 Lay! gon of hangs com- ; 
ded by Chriſt otting of tin the :- 
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eying on n of Hands = 
WY yet eh bo 


inſt that 
_ fuch? we Sons the that Man very malicious who 
 refoſres to wound his Neighbour, tho himſelf be 
wounded thereby. 

2. We have as plain Precedents for La 
on 'of hands on po”. Laprig- ine 


| | every oy agpinſ Laying en on of hands of 
on baptized Believers R pon 


ndiphe! , 
hythar on Officers SNGE X lhndde not ſhe thet | 
h «1010p, Subd pas , 6.2, cannot intend | 
tficers, has been Clearly proved by di- | 

WF” vers Arguments; and that it intends Layi 
© tandem the Baptized for the Spiricet Pro | 
miſe, and to —— them chin as 1951+ whe | 
received, is not only our be the Tae of E- 
ſion, but has alſo bs aſſert the | 
that Text by many Antientand (0 4 dern Divines Y 
of ſeveral 'Perfwaſions, as has:beerrThewed. 

Object. But ſuch a Laying on of hands you 
contend for, was no where practiſed; John did 
not lay hands upsn Chrift. 

fs. We will . 2ry yank Joby Baptiſt ad 
not lay hands on Ti Lord Jeungilt « carne be 
I rationally concluded he . ſhould, N 
 lefferis bleſſed of the greater. - Bap _ 
| * adminiftred by John, E veing ay 
| Death, Burial, and 'Reſurre nz bat the pip- 
f | ud Spirit, which is he end of the mae? 


26 
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bntized Bil. We 
"on. Is, is ſaid to be Chriit's - -} 
> Epb. Pet t tho Joho laid not_his > 


not a fit Adminiſtrator 
Le | yet TOs Gy” the-Father laid his hands | 
upon num, e Spirit came down viſibly in {| 
the likenets of a Dove, and reſted on him juſt rex 4 
_ the Learned affirm, contain. © Jab- : 
ſtance of this Adminiſtration contended Mi, ___ 
Moreover, In this way Chriſt Jeſus was viſibly - ? 
ſealed by God the Father after he as heprngd 4 
5. or now: niftration paſt upon him for the r= 2 
| tion of the Holy Spirit, and this was done for our | 
/ fakes; we. alſo muſt follow that Example :; and 
» yer tt os the pob-ac "nr thas.. ws i 
| ation, ana t ing ned 10 us 
| arg baytized we need to 1's _ ; FT ” 
_ "And again he faith (citing. a paſſage of 
you's Chrift was waſhed when he was. mn 

the aj of John, and. the Fatber finiſhed 'what © 
was wanting; the Heavens. were opened, G od t x | 
Father. anointed him, the. Spiritual Unition pre- © 
ſently aefcended ; in the ihe? a Dove, and:ſate © 
wpon bis Head, and was ſpread all over him when 
be was anointed of the Father, to whom alſo, left © 
Impoſition of hands ſhould ſeem to be wanting, 
Voxce.of God was heard from the Cloud, 2) 
y Tis e pro conlier Son, in whom 1 am web pede 
| ve this to conſideration. TY. 
rad = 2 5 rnnght that Or fe | * 

Yd: my C7DLES, begs £0 > 
w do you come to know hedid 


A. may be you will fay, 't:s ns where aa 3 


LY 


T 50 pies on "of ITY _—_— 
1} that he Bd. But pray whore do you read. that 
| the 12 Diſciples, or Apeſiles of Chri, were bap- 
| - me Doth-it follow becauſe we- read not of 
: Oh, Ba ye they were: not baptized ? 
Oh t 3+ So ol there is not one word of it 

{ion 
"Sir 7." There is: dot-one werl i xhuComr 

'F have Od, Loh & any Lay* 


| rpc F. rp t'you' bat Kcers 
| we oP 'hatifls, "yet y f Ok 


le of Chriſt's Doctrine, * © 
"2: There is vt one word m the. Cogum 
concerning the RelarreRtion of 'the Dead;\nor X 
Eternal Judg ment, nor Prayer, or Aﬀembling 
togethe noBorher thivgs that are pndoatrediy 
"Fro ths and Irt iutions;, yet tho: they 
are Tt COT ,they are incladed, as thoſe words 
plair forth, Teach themto obſerve all thirgs 
whatſoever 1 have commnded you: And ſurely 
every one may fee, unleſs he witfully 4.ut his 
yes, that there are many more Precepts implied 
AF Int the wordsof the Committior than are expreſt;, 
 forif bor har a be received for GoſpeFnſti- 
tutions t are exprelt in the Commiſion 
row-muſt throw away the greateſt part of thoſk 
Jo. call Commar s, or A ppointments 


of eſus 
ne bor” But you proceed, and fay, That rhe 

Chirclr of the Hebrews pratt iſe ” ſuc ND for 

there 55m mention” that, the hundye 

(ba hangs laid por rem, mr "the pre > logon, 

_ . Auſw. That the Churth of the Hebrews C- 

'n Fr Ordinance as well as other Churches, i 


{ P jin in Heb.6. 1, 2. OT OY rs 
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_ , upon baptiztdBelievers. $Id | 
and were baptized,{o they were under the praitize * * 
- | of Layingon of hands: for that isa practical Or- 
| dinance all confeſs; Nor laying again, faith the 
© Author, Repentarce from 7 4; Wu; rks, Gee. this _; 
: plinly ſheweth they had once laid all thoſeFowr-/ 27 
* dation-principles. i OBYEL EE 
H . Object. But may be, you will ſay, there 9 wo-- 
3 thing of Fbs fer fie ; in As 2. when that Church 
Þ was = _—_— : | . Tt *, a 
ww. 'Tis very clear you are miſtaken ; for 
is it not Bid 427+ 2- 42." They conrinmnd an ths. 
' Apoſtles Doftrine ? which they conld not do; © : 
- they had not ſubmitted to every Parz or Precopp _ 
of it ; and is not Laying on of hands, -as well-as 
\ Baptiſm, and thoſe other Principles, partthere# 
of ? 'tis called the Apoſtles. Doftrine, Afts 2, uy © 
' FHeb.6.2. Chrifts Dottrine ,, not the \poſtles'any'\ *' 
+ other ways than they were taught it by, and re-. 
, * ceiveditfrom the Lord Jeſus: and let none con- * 
* clude they were not taught Laying on of qe 
| becauſe not plainly expreſt, or particularly laid 2 
( down "As 2. for we may as well condude,' the 
|  Hpoſitle Toner them not the Refarre@ion of the 1 
| Dead, nor Eternal Judgment, ſince we” read m0 + 
thing there to 'that purpoſe : Doubtles'' Philip, 7 
A858, preached Baptiſm to the Ewnch, how 
ſhould he elſe cry out, Lo here is Water, whas : 
doth hinder me from being baptized? yet we gead = 
not-one word of Philjy | here > ov it' to hi 
The Author to 'the "Hebrews (writing | £0/ this 
very People) c<.5.12.tellsus, They ad weed th 
be taught again which are the firſt Proneiples of the © 
| Oradles of Ged, therefore it follows clearly, they - 
' had been taught it, and had practi yo 2 
' + chap.Þ. 1,2. proves. ir. 7 
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Mr. Danvers goes on, and affirms, that we 
find not the leaft ment 107 of it in any 0 the Chur- 
ches in the New T eftament, neither in Samaria af- i 
ter Philip had baptized them, nor Corinth, Philip- Þ 
i, Coloſſia, Theſfalonica, Rome, Galatia, I 
Smyrna, Thyatira, Pergamos, Sardis, Phila: 
delphia, #0 or Epheſus * © 
 Arnſw. 1 cannot but admire at fuch affirma- 
tions: but firſt, as to the Church in Samaria, 


K 
»e 
. 


| ris granted Philip did not lay hands on them af | 


ter he had baptized them; he being only a Dea. 


t not upon that account concern, or 
m to impaſe hands on them: and be {| 


belong 


| belong tolb Pats 
| fides, God had other work for him to do, viz. 


| verſion of the Exuuch, Yet moſt evident 
it is, when the Apoſtles and Brethren at Feru- 
rm heard that the People in Samaria had re- 
ceived the Word of God, and were baptized, ra- 


their duty, eſpecially thatin which ſo great a Bleſ- 
ſing is promiſed, they would ſend Peter and Jolm 


7 & pray and lay their hands upon them; and 
F that it was not for. the extraordinary. Gifts -of 


he Spirit, has been clearly, proved. And-as to 


- th ch at Rome, "tis ſaid Plajaly Rom. 6.17, 
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& pentance or Faith, of their bein 


! Eternal 


F Supper : yet none doubt but all the Churches 


| . ther to Baptiſm, Laying on of hands, or the 
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55-:::30 
10g this Ordinance'; yet what doth this make ww 

it? For where do we read of their Re- : 
baptized, or 
the Dead, or - 


believing the Reſurrection 
Judgment ? There is nothing ſpoken of 
ſeveral Churches as to any of theſe other Princi- 
ples; and it is very obſervable, that we read but 
of one or two Churches that practiſed the Lord's 


continned in the practice of it, Gotl's way being. 
the ſame in every Church, 1 Cor. 4. 17. If in fome' 
Scriptures it is-ſpoken of as the duty and prac- 
tice of the Saints, tho not expreſt in all places, 
it matters not ; for if what is the duty of one Be- | 
liever 'as a Believer, be the duty of every Be- 
liever, then there is no need for the Almighty to: ? 

of every particular Church's obedience et- 


Lord's Supper, &c. "+ þ 

One thing; I cannot but call over again, owned . ! 
and confeſſed by Mr. Danvers, viz. That there ts @ ' |} 
Laying on of hands reckoned amongſt the Principles + 
of the Dottrine of Chrift. 2.8 
_ Axſ. 'Tis well he will grant this; nay, and} 
it is one of his firlt Teachings, he alſo acknow-" 2 
ledges : then I hope he will allow us to ſays 7 
Chriſt taught a Lag of hands as a Found > i 
tion-principle ; and if he taught it, 'twas that it- 
might be practiſed as a Foundation, or: begin® :' 
ning Truth; and then ought not all to yield obe= } 
5 For as every Perſon is actually ? 

repent, believe, and be baptized, ſo each one+ 
ught to came under the practice of Laying .on- 


it being of the ſame extent, nature and; 2? 
$9 _ quality - 


'F again; they ſhould have refated Mr. Griffith and. 


©y 
% Fee, 


| 54 _. Laying 0n of Hanas P. 
| equality with tlie other, and joined; to them; and; 4 
* It cannotbe ſaid to be heyed otherwiſe than by. 
Practice; as in Baptiſm, 1 do-not yield obedience 
| by believing other Perſons were or ought to be 
| baptized, but by being baptized my felf. We 
] grant that ſome AR done upon, or PraQice done 
| - by others, may be teaching to us, tho not inga- 
ged in out own Perſons to.do the ſame ; but then 
it muſt nor be ſuch a' fundamental Principle and 
PraQRtice as this, being of the ſame nature with 
Repentance, Faith, and Baptiſm z Will it ſerve 
my turn-to believe 'tis another Man's duty to re- 
Yent ? Surely no, I muſt: repent and believe my 
' elf, or elle I nee my duty. 
| . Objet}. And whereas he tells \us.in pag, 43. of 
k Fon beginning T eachings, proper far all baptized 
x | — 


fe 1. Hepretends to. take che fumblingablack 


out of the way of God's People :. But in this *tis pal- 
. Pable he rather caſt one in their way 5 will he 
make new. Foundation-Principles, or call thoſe 
beginning Principles of Chriſt's Doctrine, or of 
Church-Conſtitution, which God no where fo 
 Galls? We ſay, ſuch only are. to be, accounted 
| beginning Princjpies, which God's Ward de- 
\ . Elares fo to be. $4 j.£ 3 
| 2. It appears as if he would make Laying on. 
ef hands for miraculous healing , to be- that in 
Heb.6. which has beer) fully aniwered again and 


FF Mr. Rider, before they, jnfiit on this Lttink it. - 
| | needlef6 on that account to:{peak any thing tot, 
| | and ſhall only refer the Reader to their-axcellent 


GatisfaQtion. But:this- I muſt Lap teas 
Sn” | "= at 


x > 
* 
; - 


F upon baptized. Believers. . 556. 
that Laying on of hands for healing belongs #ot -  * 
to Babes as ſuch; ftrong Men, and Fathers may , 
be ſick,. and have need »f it, as well as others. 
beſides, this ſort concerns not all ( no, only. fick., + 
Perſons) and may be practiſed again and again,, * 
as oft as Perſons = - ſick, or under bedily por 
firmities; but that Principle that is one of the 
beginning words of Chriſt's Doftrine, i8only to _ 
_. be laid, or practiſed once, Heb.6. 1. Not Lung  .* 
2gain, &c. i 21y. Unbelievers had hands laid upon 
- them for healing, and therefore I might alſo ar-, .! 
gue it appertains not unto'Babes as ſuch : More- _ 
' over, anointing. with Oil is left as the Ordinance 
for healing in the Church, a 
3. Mr. Danvers ſhould make a difference be-- 
tween ,what Chriſt taught as a-Promiſe,or Giftito- 
ſome particular Perſons, and what he taught as; 
a general Practice.; . that which is minded-in; © * 
atk 16. is taid down promillory-wiſe to ſuch-as 
5 ſhould have the gift of Faith, 'or the Faith-of Mi-- 
3 racyes *. and 1s therefore nothing: to the pur- 
© © | 
# _ "They diſtinguiſh not between the Word or * 
Doctrine of Chriit , and Miracles, which were, * : 
for the confirmation thereof, which in Ark 16, | 
20, the Spirit doth ; which cauſeth their miſiake,.., * 
| But, do they not confute themſelves by thus ar-: 
aing? they own the Doctrine of Laying on, of» 
£ {na to be a Foundation-principle of Cariitz but.. 
*. this they {peak of here mult nceds beg ranted to, 
2 be tempafary, being for the confirmation of the- ® 
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; Wotd,as he himſelf confefſeth ;, and every Word 
or Ordinance of Chriſt, as 1 have ſhewed, was | 
moreor leſs confirmed with Signs, and Wonders | 
according to this Promiſe of Chri 

 Mmorete this, but proceed to his next-ObjeRion. - 


| ſhall ſuffer perſecution, 2. Tim. 3. 12. Weg: 
” that every one muſt actually forſake H 
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2. Objett. Page 44. If w_ one of theſe Prin- 


Ciples in Heb. 6: 2. arc ſo abſolutely to be taken in Wt 
Babes, and without which we are not to efteem 


them communicable, what do you ſay to the Doc- 
trine of Baptiſms, in the T ext one of the Principles ? 


muft all be baptized with the Baptiſm of the Spirit, 


and of Sufferings ? &c. ” 

Anſw. We anſwer, by diſtinguiſhing between 
that Baptiſm that is a practical Duty, and that 
which is taught or laid down by our Lord Jeſus 
iubihncdy © be cbejec) by goerp Babe 2nd Fs 
adſolutely to eyed e; and-'tis 
as neceſſary for every "Bakke to believe the Doc- 
trine of Sufferings, which Jeſus Chriſt preached 
to all that would follow him and be his Diſciples; 


[+ this was that which he taught, ar. 20. 22, 23. 
- tothe two Sons of Zebedee, that they (and con- 


ſequently all God's Children) ſhould more or leſs 


be baptized with. In the World (faith Chriſt) | 


you.” ſhall have tribulation, John 16, 33. 'Tis ne- 
y every Saint (}.ould be inſtructed into this, 


"ELL 


| _ and believe this, that rhrough much Tribulation 


we muſt enter into the Kingdom of God, As 14.22. 
and all thofe- wi:o will live godly in Chyift Jeſus, 
fa 


y not 


ods, and Life for Chritt's lake, and thelſpoſpe!, 


holy diſpoſition fo tv do w 


hen call'd'to it. 
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it, I ſhall fay no } 


or elſe be. none of his Ds; but beready in . 
| And 
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l ite oezed Perſons, whether 7 
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upon baptized Believers. 


” , Andas to the. 


#4, 
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© Wh-7 4 
3 £ *f 


% 


E. Joel 2. 28, 29. which Peter (As 2. 17. compared 
& with »er/. 38, 39.) applies indefinitely to all pe- 

ews Or Gen- 
W 7:les, as 
[7 receive; and not to them of that Generation 


- & only, but alſo to ſach as ſhould repent, and be 


| baptized in all ſucceeding Ages; this Promiſe is 

' one and the ſame with that in John 7. 38. called 

' Rivers of Water, implying fillings - | 
* with the Spirit. In Atts 2. is. * Fillings 
tis faid to be the Gift of the Holy 
Spirit, In Acts 17. 17. like Gifts. 
In Afts 8. 15. the Holy Spirit - 
which the Apoſtles in the belief of 
the promiſe, Foe! 2. and Joh.14.16. 

F Acts 2. 38, prayed for. From 

& which Scriptures it appears, -that 


a comparative 
ſenſe, God gi- 
ving more or 
grearer med- 


. New Teſtament 
all Believers are under the like. J;/po»/ation, oy 
Promiſes of the Holy Ghoſt, on /nce the Aſcen= 


like terms of Repentance, Faith, 
 &c. "And accordin2 to the m2a- 
4 ſureof Faith given us by Chriſt, 
.3 may our fillings with the Holy Spirit be. TE 
And thus it 1s the duty of every Diſciple _to 


frm of Chriſt 
than before. k 


Spirit, (according as the Will ot the ſame Spirit 


wides to every 1m the 


ÞK ful andneper-failing God to' rely upon; provided 


Word, for the attauung of it, 


And e Baptiſm of the Spirit, that Fu So 
© Spirit is promiſed to every true Believer, ſee 


cir Right by promiſe of the Father to 


with the Spirit 
may be taken in © 


© 
L3G 
2 


ſures of it in the - 


believe he a receive, or be baptzzed with the | 
t { m the particular. 
tereof) having the Promile of a faith- 
j he go aff in his Obedience, as directed in the. 
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F 58 Laying on*%f Hands 
3 © Object. But if it be objeRted; none are baptized 
;with the Holy Spirit, but ſuch as receive 1t viſt 
'bly, and in its extraordinary Gifts. _ ; 
' "Hnfw. 1, Suppoſe none are fo baptized now, i 
yet all the Saints are to believe the Promiſe of the i 
"Spirit, and do receive it too; and doth not God Þ 
mtg his Promiſe, becauſe none ſo receive the 
"Spirit, viz. to be baptiz'd therewith ? 1 Cor.12.13. 
' 2, All are to believe the Baptiſm of the 
"Spirit was given in the Apoſttes days to con- 
firm the Goſpel or Word of Chriſt. And 'tis 
to be obſerved, that Paxl 'to the Epheſians (on Þ 
"Whom he had impoſed hands, A519. 6. and 
they. {pake with Tongues, and propheſfied ) 4 
al no notice of thoſe viſible Gifts, but | 
*4aith, Jn whom alſo after ye coaptined ye were 
« Fes d with the Holy Spirit of Promiſe, - 
«plainly ſhewing 'tis the great Benefit received, 


. Deacons, Elders, or Meſſengers, whch 
* neceſſary to be taught, known, and unfer 
; tho.all are not commanded into the per? 

of it, for all are not Prophers, Apoft!th 
"and tis moft remarkable, that the Fectrine, or © 

reaching of Laying on of hands, is all that is men- % 

_  Hioned in this Scripture; all baptized Believers 
- | RS. 7. 
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?  .'mmuſt be patch it, that s phatn, bar that Hhty-i2 E 
& - oblize d'therefore” to praftſe it, 1s'not' here or che | 2 
FE: weve tobe found. | 
/w. Before [ pivc a further Anſwer to this - 
. Objection, { can't but obſerve how He 
HH make the Text, 1;e, than the Dodtrine, or 
&  :teathing'of Laying on-of hands only is mentioned : 
K -in thisSoripturez why does he peak thus of Ims - I 
1 opclition of Lands only ?* may he not SS 
:40-concerning. Repertance, Faith, and Bapriſm, 
| "as of this PrinEpie? 5. ». they alſoare noceiry 
| . only to- be tanght and known by all, and nene-* 
| © concern'din the} perional pradtice of them? Would |; Ho 
any judg this Good Divmity ? Whar-rg on ean 
he give, ſeem Aa the four are practical w_— \ 
—_— that thetbree Grit (ould betaught bas 
| be peronlly pracis'd by all; andthe other 
jnthey tobe-beligw'd'? 1 ho what he: ſays here has'al- - - 
Teady been fully anſwer'd, yet 11] 2] examinthi; 72 
"Text further, and-make it evident, that the Lay- * ; 
ing\on'bf hands in this Text carmot intend or be 
- meantthat apen Church-OfFcers, but'muſt mean © 
that foxt now: conterided for and I am' more | 
willing: to ſpeak further ro this Objection, 'be- 
eaule this deins ankvered, onr work isdong? © 
2. Mind that 'the Apolile i 5 ipeaking-only hE&e« 
of the firſt Principles of the- Do&trine of Chrift? 3 - / 
are they not { calied ? 7; e, Doitrine Crifttang . 3 
Initia, jew Ruatmenta ;, the Beginnings or Ritdlie 
ws of Chr ftian Dottrine : Or, as Beza, Prima : 
miſts aatfrmie' Principia, ' the firs Principles of 2 
ChriftiW:ty. ''Now' Laying/6n/of hands on O b 
- cer. is not a be inns Principle, nor ef the _ 4 
BY the-< rifinw Religion, F thinks they” © 


| | Lays on of FHlands 4 
| > aa pans I to be. May not a Church, @ 
cople, profeſs _ gh the firſt or begin- | 
TT 'Prinoples of Re go rcp very 
far in the way of Chriſtianity, a have no 
Officers orderly ordained amongſt them e 
But 2. Theſe Principles appertain to the Foun- 
dation of God's Houſe, being ſuch on which the 
_ Houſe is built, they ; are all equal in kind, na- 
ture, ts 605 apy , and one not- to be without the 
having joined them together as all of 
" one rank, for the _ up this Spiritual Fa- 
© brick, ſee ver]. 1. ying on of hands on 
- Officers, is an Ordinance of another rank and 
f Ore: > a Church muſtbe firſt gathered, or con- 
| fituted, and Perſons, make a conſiderable od 
| - gre —_— the Profeſſion of Reli before they | 
Ef - can orderly be choſen, or ordain tothe Office , 
tr. of j ders Or * en, In ſhort, Officers are not 
for the being, but well-being of the Church; and | 
ther ore fa cha Ia Laying on of hands cannot be 
j ==} = We read of Churches who bad 
no Officers amongſt them, Te. 1. 5, 6. If a Mi- 
-nifter were to preach unto a People what are the 
pandatocntals of a Goſpel-Church,v:z. what Per- 
ought to do, jane = in an orderly way they 
may be = yy ps ape ws in the fellowſhip of 
the gh, of 'Members of the 
viſible Church, would he tell then Laying on of 
-* hands on Officers is one Principle ? Surely no ; be 
_. would not affirm this to be one of x Rudi- | 
. ments of Chriſtian Practice (that WAL C[ firſt of 1 
alla Chriſtian ſhould be inſtructed in, Ind- come ; 
'Y? Be: wg that he may have a ds 
HY ora F on-principle of C 
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J 4 APO? phaprized Believers.” -  O05y 
on; but that the-Laying on of. hands To C en. i: 2 
Heb. 6. is ſo, nothing is more evident : for if it 

| bea/Princi ple of the Foundation, either it muſt 
be a Rental of calvaticnts or: of Church- -: 
Conftitutjon 3 but none will fay of the farmer, H 
- | therefore it wuſt be of thelatter. * ; 
e & + - 3. That it cannot intend Laying on-of hands : 
- Þ an Church-O Officers, might appear further, be- 
'. cauſe 'tis joined to, or coupled with Baptilip ; o 2 

- why ſhoul Laying on of hands on Officers, be 

by the Spirit of God laid down after this fort e 8 

| Repentance from dead Works, ««7d Faith to- 2+ 

1 wards God ; the Doctrine of Bapriſins, and Lay- * 

\ ing on of bands; the ReſarreRtion from the Dead, \J 
} = Eternal Judem ent. May we not {afely'ar- : 
| os argc hu ying on of hands, which follows 5 
#. here inorder of words, is what followed i inorder - 
F of practice ? Sce Afts 8. 17. and 19.6.” And is 


way T9 


. 


Fw ms 


Ss. 


it not according to what they acknowledg found + 
reaſoning in another cafe upon Mar. 28. 20. ane 
Atark 16. that Baptiſm mentioned in the I 
Commaillion, joined to, and following Faith and _ 5 
Illumination in order of words, - is what the | 3 
Apoſtles in order of practice, viz. after Faith : ..” 
pg + 1-1 og did baptize with ? As 2. 2 

E 8.” and 10. But that was. the Baptiſm of 
Pagers which therefore is only intended in the _ 

mmiſſion, &c. And thus by comparing Scrip-_ . * 
N. © with Scripture, we may be ſatisfied in thole * 3 

| things, which at ficlt ſeem'd doubtful. 

F _4. It cannot -be-meant here, 'becaule all the . 

$ Church of the as va as well as that in a= 2 
ria, Acts 8. (and conſequently all other Charehes 1 

had laid, or Come un = this PO as they 2 
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G2  Layimg on of Hands 

had latd Repentance, Faith, and Baptiſm, when 
they were Babes : Now, who can reaſonably i- 
ma2ine, either that the whole Church of the /ze- 
brews were Officers, or that Officers are Babes in 
Chriſt ? That this is the Laying on of hands on 
baprized Believers, is eaſy to underſtand : 1. Be- Þ 
cauſe taught to Babes, Heb. 5. 12. 2. Babes are 
capable, or meet ſubje&ts thereof. 3. Babes have 
need of it, -as Children of Milk. 4. Babes we i 
read were in the praCtice thereof, AcFs 8. and 19. 
F. Becahſe it belongs to them as ſuch, and were 
at-firſt taughttt, Heb.5. and 6.1,2. this cannot be 
_ aid of any other fort. I ſhall ſay no more, only 
add ſomething out of Dr. Fer. Taylor, of Confirm. 
P. HA full to our purpoſe, which conſidering 
the learning and worthineſs of the Author; I judg 
.may be uſeful 5 whathe minds, take as followeth, {| 
ipeaking of Laying on of bands, called Confir- | 

mation: We have ſeen (faith he) the Original | 
from Chri#t, the prattice and exerciſe of it in the | 
Apoſties, and the fir Converts m Thamty : 
. what I ſhall now remark ts, That this 1s 'efta- y 
 bliſhed and paſſed into a Chriſtian Dottrine;, the © 
Warranty for what I fav, is Heb. G6. i. where the * 
holy Rite of Confirmation, fo called from the h $ 
fetts of this Adminiftration, and expreft by the + 
rituat part of it, Impoſition of hands, us reckoned a 7 
fund mental Point ;, and here are fix RE F 
" points of St, Paul's Catechiſan, which he laid as the | 
Fornd tion, or beginning of the Inftitution . of the * 

Coriſtian Church; and therefore they who deny it, | 
aig up Foundations,” Now that this Impoſiti on of || 


8 | hands is what the Apoſtle uſed in confirming the 


Baptized, and invocating the Holy Spirit upon them, 
RW. | YEmans 
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upon baptized Believers. 63 0 
N remaintto be proved; which 1s done , by ſhewing, . © 
i- 1. It cannot intend Abſolution , nor 2. Ordination. 


- | Andthis evident : 


n I. Becauſe the Avoftle would henceforth leave ts 
mn i ſpeak of the Foundation, and go 0n-to perfettion, | 
e- # that u:to bigher Myfteries;, now ;n Rituals there 1s © 
re & monehigher than Ordination. | 


7e. © 2. The Apoſtle ſaying he would ſpeak no more of 
'e i Jrnpoſition of Hands, preſently diſcourſes of the 
9. wmyſfteriouſneſs of the Evangelical Prieſthood, antl 


re Þ the Honour of that Vocation ;, by which *tss evident \ 
xe | be ſpeaks nothing of Ordination "in the Catechiſm, 


y # or Narrativesof Fundamentals. # 
n. | * 3: This alſo appears from the Context, not only | 


ing on of hanas is immediately ſet af 


ver be renewed. Thws 3s the 
43 2 | 
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"64 - Laying on of Hands 


| tis excellent place, and-otherways it cannot be ex- 
SM plicated ; but therefore into this place any notice of 
Ordination cannot come, no Senſe, no Myftery 
Th canbe made of it, or drawn from it, but by the in- 
Hh terpoſition of Confirmation : The whole Context #5 
$t clear, rational and intelligible. He cites Calvin, 
38 and Chryſoftom, as ſpeaking the ſame things upon 
W- [this place, p. 50. - - TR 
'- To theſe I might add Efizs on Heb. 6. 1. 2. 
8 .T:: ({aith he) undoubtedly to be underflood of. that 
+8 Laying on of ' bands, which was adminiftred to the 
= - ib preſently after Baptiſm, of which St. Luke 
FR /peats, Acts 8. & 19. I might produce Grotivs 
8 and Heming, and other modern Authors, upon 
- the ſame.place : But having upon occaſion men- 
SF tioned ſeveral before, I (hall cloſe this with a paſ- 
# age out of Eraſmus on Heb. 6, 1. The firit flep 
Ss :oChriftianity (faith he) i Repentance of our for= 
S mer Life, next that Salvation 15-to be hoped . from 
| God, next that we be purged in Baptiſm from our 
filth, next that by Laying on of hands we receive 


FF the Holy Spirit, &c. La 


CHAP. VL 


| Opening, and further proving Laying on of 
2] hands from AQs 8. 16, 17. and 19. 6. Al- 
F ſo ſhewing the Judgment of Antient and 
T* /odern Writers upon thoſe two Places. 


'2Y MIR Danvers having laboured to weaken the 
F _procf- of our Practice from Heb. 6. 1, 2. 
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.... upon: baptized Believers. 65 
(tho all he ſays ſignifies nothing) comes P. 4509/2 
examine AF 8. 17. and 19. 6. which we' affirm ? 
{ to be full Precedents. for Laying /on of hands up- : 
| on baptized Believers. The ſum of his Objetions,- *? 
& or the way he takes to invalidate what we infer 
from- thence, take as follows, þ. 46. J 

Obje&. As to thar of Samaria, it is ſaid thaÞ 
ſeveral being converted in that City, and baptized } 
by Philip, who wrought many Miracles, and con- "3 
tinued ſome time with them, A&ts 8, 13. yet did not : 
he impoſe bands upon them as we read of : the | 
Church of Jeruſalem hearing that Samaria-had re *? 
ceived the Word of God, and that the Spirit was * | 
not fallen upon any of them, viz. in a viſible man-, . 
ner, (which was a Phraſe attributed tothoſe extra- 1 
ordinary Meaſures frequently given 1a thoſe day. 
Acts 10. 44. which ſometimes did fall upon them }.. 
before Baptiſm, and ſometimes after ) ſent Peter 
and John, who it ſeems were extraordinarily gifted 
by God, Fr that on whomſoever the pigs, and. 
laid their hands, the Spirit was viſibly, extraord;- 
narily, and immed-ately given ;, and tis ſaid they 
laid their hand; upon them , but how many 


1:5 not” ©: 
aid f Joe ely not upon: all, for Simon by his profune' * 
. offer diſcovered he had. neither lot nor part therein, 
tho'baptized, &Cc. - © =o 

Anſw, The firſt thing he hints at, as an Objec- 
tion againſt our Practice ftom this place, is b&+ ?} 
cauſe Philip laid not his hands upen them, after ke - | 
had baptized them: Which we have an{wered. } 
already; but this 1 muſt iay now, that if Pere : 
and John laid their hands on thoſe Believers ut 
Samaria, as Men miraculouſly gifted, or by vix-. } 
tae of their extraordinary Attainments, it might. 3 
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| 66 Laying on of Hands 

| ſeem ſtrange that Pixlip laid not his harids upon 
them, being (tho but a Deacon) endowed with 
thoſe extraordinary Gifts, and. bad wronght won. 
derful Signs and: Miracles in'the' farhe City be- 
fore; The reaſon therefore, why Philip did not 
impoſe hands upon them was, 

1, Becauſe not minifterially capacitated ſo to 
do, it not belonging tu him on the account of his 
— Office, nor his extraordinary Gifts and Fndow- 
| Ments. This alſo I might further ſhew, becanſe 
» the Church at Jeruſalem did not ſend to Sam:wi: 
Men fmply indowed with miraculons Gifts, but 
F fach as had Miniſterial Power and Authority as 
| ® the Servants of Chriſt, in his Name to compleat 
| and perfect what was wanting among them. 

*Tz3an At (ith Dr. Hammond on Acts 8: 17.) 
reſerved ro the Rulers of the Church, and nt com- 
* municated or allowed to inferiour Officers, ſuch as 
'F Philip the Deacon here. 
FF 2. But whereas Mr. Danvers feems to afhrm, 
$ that as fome in the primitive time had the Gift 
* of Healing, ſo others had the Gift or Power to 
give the Holy Spirit; *tis ntterly denied, and the 
'F * contrary has often been proved, for that 'tis only 
$ the Gift of God, and Chritt's blefſed Prerogative 
they were found in their Duty, they prayed, 
$ and laid on their hands, and left the 1fſue to 
FF Sod to give the Spirit, according to his promiſe 
Ss and goid pleaſure. | 
5 Ovjett. But probably ſome may object, We read 
T8 of none but ch: Apoſtles that laid hands on baptized 
= Hebevers;, mad tho they afted not by Mthr'ef their 
miraculons Endowments, nor had power to goue the' 
Th oy Spirir, yet they might att herein by Vwrtue Fi 
cr extraordinary call unte that Qffice. — Abil. 
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y _ baptized Believers. 
F Arſw..] affirm that they acted inall other Or- 
= dinances, yea, and did whatſoever they did in 
& the Worſhip and Service of Chriſt, by virtue of 
* the faid extraordinary Call unto the Miniſtry,, 
* as well as in this: But doth it therefore follow 
' that nothing the Apoſiles practiſed is a Precedent 
or Rule unto us, as ſome 1gnorantly have affirm- 
We unleſs ſo called of God, and endowed as they 
were ! | 
3. Had not Matthias the ſame power to ad» 
miniſter Ordinances ( who was nicGiately ical!ed 
to his Office by the Church) as the other Apo- 
ftles immediately called by Chriii Jeſus? and 15 


not the End and Work of the- Office ( bowever.. , 


called to it) one and the ſame ? viz. the work of 
the' MMiniftry, the perjetting the Saints, aud-edify» 
ing the Body of Chriſt, Eph. 4 Gs 

4. We read. hardly of any that. preached the 
Word Authcritatively, .or officiated inany'Gots. 


RETOaticn by. virtne cf their Offce, be- 
| 


des the. extrao:dinary Apoſtles; and therefore 


185 


if what they did be not a Law ur Rule to: us, : 


and to all ordmary Miniſters, to the end of thg 


ets: It muit therefore be-grantec,. that w 


Chriſt,and toundation-Principle of. his Dot 


they delivered it 9220 faithful Ma, that 


We "> 


their Succefſors, that they might be able:to teaghy- 


orhers alſo, 2 T im. 2. 3. And this agrees with Ph 
4. 9. Thoſe things that . you have both learned ay 
receved, bard and ſeea in me, ao; and the Ge 


of Peace ſhall be with you. 


5. Had. it been a Service for that Day* only, + 


D 4 


c #3 
* 
2 


World, we ſhall be at a loſs in many .other .res - 


they taught and. pract:icd as.an. Ordinance of {| 


WE INS PE Bs Ol OP ESE Is, be", 4 
x 256 et es TR IDS he +2 9] 
. < \ : M. "5. PE ao LR. : 


ey DAY. by ts FLY 


#; 
V9 ” 
4; 


Gr 

J- 

*s- 
2s 


fab er 


«» £321 
WE 
: _ - 


24s 1 
FR I 


OS Laying on of Hands 
>» and-none to be Adminiſtrators thereof but thoſe 
ent pottles, it would not have been left as a 
© itanding, or foundation principle in God's Houſe, 
and been joined to Faith, and the ReſurreQion. 
hn the 2d place, he wonld have us believe the 
end of that Adminiſtration was for the extraor- | 
dinary or viſible Gifts of the Holy Spirit, which | 
| we have clearly refuted; yet I ſhall ſay further, 
T8 that by his arguing, the Apoſtles reſolved that all 
; the Church at Samaria, yea and that at Epheſus, 
fhonld have the extraordinary Gifts, ſince they | 
id their bands on all that were baptized, with- | 
out exception. Nay, it. follows roundly, that 
; where ever the Apoſtles found-any particular Dil- 
- ciple, or Diſciples, that had not received thoſe 
vilible, or extraordinary Gifts, they were tolay 
= their hands on them to that end: For I preſume 
Mr. Danvers judges, had Pal found 1200, as he 
found 12, at Epheſus, who had not received 
nor heard of the Holy Ghoſt, he would have laid 
S hands on them; which: preſuppoſes 'alſo, - that 
F. thoſe miraculous Gifts were promiſed, and belon 
SS tocvery - qroormmgs Member in the Church, whic 
its diretly contrary to- 1 Cor. 12. 4, 7, 8, 9, 
29,30. for tho C20 we have proved) the Holy 
Spirit be promiſed to (every ſincere Behever in 
the Lord Jeſus, yet are not the extraordinary 
& Sifts promiſed to any in particular, being only 
SE - reſerved in the boſom or breaſt of the Almighty, 
* to whom, and after what manner he will diſtrt- 
FE bite them. 1 Cor. 12. 4. There are diverſities of 
5 ©Swfts,but che ſame Spirit; to one 35 given by the ſame 
$3 Spirit, the word of Wiſdom: to another the word o 
 Fnowledgy to another Fauth ;, to another-the gift 
Mui = 


* 


—— 


of Healig the ſame Spirit ;, to another the work= © 
of Miracles; to another Prophecy ;, t0.another » © 
'deſcerningof T ong#es, v. 8, 9, 10. Are all Prophets?: | 
are all workers of Miracles? have all the Gift of } 
"Healing? ado all ſpeak with T angues? &c. Hence: 3 
nothing<can be clearer than this, that tho all have. 
right to the Spirit, yet but very few had the.extra- -: 
ordinary Gifts thereof in the primitive Times. - } 
* - The Thirdthing Mr. Danvers ſeems to affirms - 
' 1s, that all in Samaria that were baptized, had not =» 
hands laid upon them, becaule it is ſaid of Simony: -Þ 
he had no part nor lot in that matter. _-. } 
.* 1. Here he begs the Queſtion, taking for gran- ©! 
ted, that Simon Fad not hands laid upon himy ... 
but why might” not Simon have lot and part..in -: 

- that matter, if by Lot and Part be meant the vi- --; 
fible, or miraculous Gifts of the Spirit, ſince Hy- -] 
porrites” may partake of them, as our. Saviour ©: 
plainly hgnihes, and alſo doth our Apaſtle, 1 Cor. + 
I3. 1,2 *. 5 ILSS = coTNT-* of 
. 2, He might come nnder the Ordinance, and_ *; 
yet his heart not being- right with God, he 3 
might not have any yo or lot in the bleſſed Comme = 
forter, the Spirit of Promiſe; which the World +; 
receiveth not, nor can an unſanRified Heart pat>- ©; 
take of. - a | = 1} 
-'3: Their: reception of the extraordinary gifts + 
of the Spirit, was partly to convince the Apolitles - 
and Believers themſelves that Chriſt had made- - 5 
good his promiſe of ſending the Comforter, the - < 
Holy Spirit, to them. --— 5” 
:»-4. By Lot or Part in that matter, may*not be 2 
meant. partaking of the ritual, or extertial part at” 
the Ordinance, but rmtneR refers to bis ce of = 


—_ baptized Believers. _ 
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' Laying on of Hands 


j hn oo to be an Adminiſtrator of. it upon 


that the Holy Spirit might be given to 


T | gd his hands on. Burt, a 
. 5. Tf we ſhould grant Son had not handsim- 
poked upon him, which I rather incline to, yer 


. would itnot hurt our Cauſe in the leait, becauſe he 


might be diſcovered to be a profane Wretch be- 
fore-it came to be his lot to partake thereof: if 
therefore it appears, and may be granted, that 
all that were baptized in Samaria came under 
this Appointment ſave Simon, we have as much 
as we deſire: And furely this cannot rationally 
be denied by any that read the words, wer. 12. 


E When they believed they were baptized, both Men 


 _ WOOE notes 


the emphaſis 
to lie in this 
Fronoun-Rela- 
tive They; the 


* } 

: BY «4, 72 

$. 

= Antecedent 


Bereunto miſt 
needs be the 
Baytized, &c. 


Compare this with er. 16, that 
the Holy Spirit was fallen on none 
of them t,, ovly they were baptized in 
the name of the Lord Feſns, Muſt 
not they, and. chem, mean all who 
are ſaid to be baptized? So like- 
wife when-'tis faid wer. 1g. they 
laid their bands upon them ;, Cott 
not them intend the very fame they 
prayed for? and: ſhall we think 
they did not pray for them all ? 
had not all the like need of God's 


Spirit? and is it not promiſed to all the Sons and. 


Eandmaids? Or ſhall we think the Ap 


He did 


not pray for the Wotnen as well as the Men, the 


"weaker Veſſels, as well as the ſtronger ? In Adar. 
* 28.19, 20. (as 'tis well noted by Mr. Fifper) 'tis 
TR faid, Go, teach all Nations, baptizing them ;, and. 
$5 Wn the words following, reaching them to abjerve 
SH abrbings I have commanded you. By them muit 


needs 


1 
t 


r 
b 
4 
; 


e 
e 
t 
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| Mr, D. 


' ſoa ſacred an Inftitution. But let us examin.{this.. : 


' Holy Sperir ſince ye believed? (faith our Apoſtle.) I 


kft to every one of his Diſciples ? 


. Ceremony, or Mn of it, belonging to 
"their Baptiſm, ſince they were wholly ig! TAD 


upon baptized Believers. Tron 
needs intend them all, and every of them that '- * 
were made Diſciples, amt baptized. J 

One word or two farther concernins what - 

jects againit us from Acts 19. 6. from 
the Effects that followed this Adminiſtrat'on; he -/ 
fill arguing as if that were the abſolute End: 4 
thereof : Which, as a great Poctor well cbſerves, © 
is toa trifling a fancy to be put im balance againſt | 


"a 


Scripture a little more : Have you received the © 


They ſaid unto him, We have not ſo much as. © 
heard whether there be any Holy Spirit.. Unto. * 
what then were ye baptized? &c.. Two' thingss * 
are here very remarkable. * A 
. I. That the. Holy Spirit: (according; to thie- : 
ſenſe of the $94 inquiring after their recep-- ; 
tion of zt ) is the tindoubted Right of every bap-- : 
tized Believer in Chriſt Jeſus, appears from theſe - 
two expreflions Have ye"received the Spirit fince + | 
ye beljeved ? (No.) Umo what then were ye bap-- | 
z4zed ? It ſeems ſtrange ( as if:-Paul (hould fay.): 1 
that you having believed in Chriſt, aud. bees” 
baptized, have not yet received the Holy Spirits. 
ſince it'is the great Legacy onr Lord and 'Maliter- 


2, *Tis evident that whoſoeverras baptized-af-:: 
ter Chriſt's reſurrection in his Name was inſtrudt- -- 
edints the Promiſe of the Holy Gholit, and confe--; 
quently into Laying on of Hands, the outryas 


theme: 
Parl ſeems to queſtiony 
jorant 2 
of that glorious Promife of /Blciling, annexed2 


as Peribns to con{idere 


£ FIR # Las ing Op 
- hc confidered,. may fi 
unbiaſſed Perſon that * ee *C rdinary or mi- 
* raculons Gifts' could not | of this Ad- 


| miniſtration: and as touchi forr, fy 
| followed, *tis clear the like EAR followed all. 


| other Ordinances as well as this. 
= Objet.-And: whereas Mr. D. -preſames to ſay, 
kT ne #"were _ of the Church of Epheſus ; and- 
J z in, _ : whole Church. 
3 Can it be t that thoſe-were- 
at thatt me Members of the .Chureh,: and yet &- 
| ignorant of the Holy Spirit 2 And ſurely Paul 
would not havebaptized them again, if they had. 
F hen: Members of the Church before. 
* ®2. They are not called the Church, nor of'the 
- Qhureh,:nor ſome of the Church, 'but certain 
| Diſeipls; yea, and ſuch as appears were only 
'N altructed into the Baptiſa of Johr. 
W k v5. 'Tho we read but of 12 that.had bands laid 
= on them, - which was the number 
= 4p Hiwma- Of the Men * that Pax! found at 
Moy Women is thattime who lay (tort : of their 
. Duty and Privilege in thatzeſpe&t; 
- ſince we ſee. the-.Spirit was theix 
- Right, as-baptized Believers, it 
follows. that it is the duty of every 
Believer to yield -obedience tothis 
12 | | Ordinance, as: well as thoſe twelve... The w 
1 | of God touching . the Adminiſtration .of Goſpe 
1H - itutions- being one and the fame:.in all. t 
2hurches 5 of the Saints, notwithſta 


| F | fiver '10 'Mr..D. concerning, hot: be Ve ; 
4 > -thoſe two Scriptures : yet..finding fo mauy 


wh Ne 


"is 
1 
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: Learned Mew, bo 


may” j 
* with ſonge take more place than what: ſuch a one: 3 


' tual Myſtery, for it is fignally expre$t of the 


Sparit y God 45 given-to Perſons. Sls 


prized. Believers® 4 »- 1 
antient and of later times, a- + 


their Words 


ing with 1 
laces z and got rm. 2 


as I Cypre ſpeak, I'll cite a Paſſage or-twa. heſk 
penn _—_—— 8. 1 7. faith, /c Ep pw of 

a6 fary F y ſhould b (4 baptize 4 
OW 


was wanting, was _ formed by Pers po 
_— of Hands the Holy... 


that by Prayer 
rit ſhould be invocated, | 
Saith Hierom on the As of the A poſiles, We 3 
find another Inflance of the Celebration of thit on q 


zed at Epheſus: Paul fff Ninn them, and Ns: 4 
laid bis Hands upon them, and they dot: the. - 
Haly Spirit. And theſe Teſtimonies are the Treat *þ 
Warranty for this holy Dr. Tyr Þ.4 >. 4, RY 
Eucherites 1sCited by Dr. T aylor p. 43. ſpeak 
thus : The ſame thing now done 54 In = 
Hands on ſingle Perſons, 1s no ather th —_ Ws 3 
done won all Believers mm nthe deſcent - x 6: H.Spares, . | 
He mentions Zanchins, faying, 7 wifo the Ex- 4} 
aemples of the Apoſtles and Primitive" Ch aches” 7 
were f more value amongft Chriftians. were | 
well if they were ſo, (faith the Door) Ta there | 
is more than meer Examples; theſe Examples of b 
ſuch Solewmities, the ApoſHes are our Maſters in |} 
them, and have given Rules and  Precedents. I 
the G *burch to-follow : this is a Chriſtian Law, and Þ 
written: (as all Scriptures are ) for our Infirution. 
Eftics on Heb. 6, 2.. affirms that the Laying 
ot} of . -Hands, mentioned AFs8. 17. Acts 19,. *& ; 1 
by St. Luke, is that of Confirmation, eres the. 4 | 


Fe 


Þ 


5 Laying on YT Flands 
* wit they being frengthnedy confeſs the Name of 
* Chriſt unndauntedly among the Encmies of the Faith. 
;  Auda ain (faith a hat Hands were "wont to 
| be laid upon Perſons baptized, after the example of 
of the pry you all Antiquity reacheth. 

S Or. Hammond alſo in his Annot. on Atts 8.17. 
| ſaith's That it was Confirmation, may appear pro- 
: | bable " bertuſe ir fo ſoon attended their Converſion 
= ad Baptiſm. When the Apoſtles which were at 
| Jeruſalem heard that Samaria had received the 
| Word of God, they o fer Peter and John, ver). 14. 
 Whic þ agrees "well (faith he ) with that of Confir- 
which 18 an Att reſerved to the Rulers of 
| Cher, = not Communicated or np eg £0 677- 


5 17. " wind 19. 6. gives bs «#95 a 
! | *#- n them; That it was the practice of the Apoftles, 
"after they” bad baptized Perſons, fooner or later, 
Folay Hands upon them. | 
Thos from what has been {aid , I hope it may | 
appear to all inquiri "s Souls, in oppoſition to- | 
What Mr. Danvers ſaith, page 47. that theſe two. | 
Places are clear Precedents and Rules for this | 
Practice, as well as Heb. 6. 1,2. and other Scrip-- ( 
titres we have inſiſted npon, for as much as there } 
TH waa Laying on of Hands practiſed immediately | 
TH aftcr Baptiſm, and with much certainty upon | 
= ve 5 Member, or baptized Believer, and to tuch: 
"arr End avis attainable in theſe times. 
| CHA P.. 


CHAP. VIE. 


| Further ſhewing, that Prayer, with Impoſition of Y 
Hands upon baptized Believers, reniadins for I 
ever a5 4 ſranding or perpetual Adenmupree "Y 


Fon, = 
BUT teſt any ſhould ſtill objec this Ordi- } 
B nance doth not continue, neither is the End.. : 
attainable now, I am willing to add two or three |} 
A_—_ for the farther evincing of theſe par- E 
ticulars, 4 
- Avg. 1. Becauſe the Lord was pleaſed-to bear: 3 
witneſs to, or ratify this bleſſed Ollie. ap. } 
Principle of Chriſt's DoQtrine, with «the like. 
Signs, Wonders, and Gifts of the Holy. Spirits. : 
as he did-any other Word, Command, or Pris 
ciple of the ſaxd Doctrine.” Now what. was thus 

_ eftabliſhed, maſt needs remain in fall force to thi A 4 
end of the World as our duty : and dangerous: 

| it is to labour to make it void; for by the ſame. : 
| Argument may an Enemy lay atk and take a-- 
| way 5 pes, yea, and conſequently every one. .,, } 
19 P 2. Becauſe itisa F =] as 


"x4 Ges Houle, or one of the great Pillars (nex$ 
| . te Chriſt) on | which-it is bailt, it mult needs re- 
| rhain; and-very dangerous it is for any to take. 
| away a Foundation-ſtone. 


T's very abſurd (faith Mr.Blackwood on-Marth.. | A 
' p.688.) to think that one of the fix Foundation 
| princige, | 


Ty Laying on of Hands 
| -prozciples, commended to us by the Apoſtle, ſhould 
ceaſe, and all the other 'remain to the end of the 
& World: Nay, is not Impofition of Hands placed in 
| the midſt, betwixt Faith aud Repentarice on the 
E: one ſide, and Eternal Judgment on the other ? 'tis 
| fericed- in on. every fide, there is no coming to 
| ſlight it. 'T1s abſurd to think the Apoſtle would 
| place one temporary Principle, that *'was tolaft but 
| aJhort time, among#t five perpetual Principles, and 
| call them all by the ſame name of a Foundation, &c. 
| ÞArg. 3. Becauſe the Promiſe of the Spirit is 
| very extenſive; 'tis made to all believing and 
* obedient' Souls to the end 'of the World; 
| Adatt.28. ult. Teaching them to obſerve all things 
| whatſoever I have commanded you : and lo,. I am- 
| mith you always to the-end of the World, John 14: 
| TIF, 16,17. If you love me, keep my Comman 
| ments; and] will pray the Father, and he fhall- 
* give you another Comforter, that he may abide with 
MR you for ever, even the Spirit of Truth, which the 
= World cannot recerve, &c, p 
= + Dr. Fer. Taylor, p. 53: ipeaks excellently con- 
WF cerning the perpetuity of this Ordinance: And- 
= from this very ground, take his own words; The 
= perperiety of this-holy Rite appears T. Becauſe the- 
= great Gift of the Holy Ghoſt was promiſed to abide 
= mth the Church for ever : Repent, and be baptized: 
| every one of you, and ye ſhall recerve the Gift of 
* rhe. Holy Gheft;, not the meaneft Perſon among5t' 
you but ſhall receive this great thing; for the Pro-- 
* muſe isto you, and ta your Children, and ta all that: © 
þ are afar off, even ſo many as the Lord our God 
þ ſball call'; this Promiſe 3s made to all, and unto all 
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remony or Rite was annexed to_ the Promiſe, and 
fs” te this alſo muſt abide for ever.  £ 0 
.* Arg. 4. Becauſe the Spirit which is prolongs 


Who after that ye believed, ye were ſeale at 
Spirit of Promiſe. He ſeek it to the. Epheſt- | 

is meaning, by remem- | 
bring what was done to them by the Apoftle > wbo- 
a while before, after he had baptized them, laid his 
Hands upon them (ſaith the Door) ſo they recers | 
ved, and were ſealed with the Holy Spirit of Pro-_ | 


Now do not we as much need the Spirit's gui-* * 


dance, and to be born up in our Teſtimony, Sule- 3 
ferings and Temptations, as the Saints of former* 
Ages; and to be ſealed by the Spirit of Promiie* ! 
as-they did? Why then {hould we not be wil-. : 
ling to wait on God, in the fame way he hag? 
preſcribed, for receiving a further increaſe of ity” : 
even in which. the primitive Saints did yield ode-** 
dience? _ 4557 Rn 
- ObjeR.- Bur ſome will ſay, We have the Spirogs. » 
| 58.45 great ameaſure as you, who never Came ungerr 
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28. _ LQ£aying on of Hands 
have you aft " ws obedience thereto than before? . 
”" IS Gf. 1. We dare not boaſt of our Indowments; 
* Weare poor and needy, and therefore willing to | 
uſe all Advantages, and be found in every Ordi- 
| nance, to meet with more of Chriſt and his Spi-- 
rit; and if you have ſo much, that,you need not 
pray, nor uſe the means God directs to for ob- ; } 
taining moze, 'tis a rare ſtate you are arrived to, 
2, If God be better than his Word, we will 

not complain; he hath many ways to convey his , 

Spirit, into our hearts ; yet this is the great Or- 

dinance for diſtributing of it to baptized Be- 

lievers. But may we not ſay with one of the Þ 

Antients, By this rite of Impoſition of Hands, God | 

bath promiſed, and the Saints received the Holy 
Ghoft ?: for tho (ſaith he) the Spirit of God was 

zuen extraregularly.,. and at all times as Godplea- 
a, yet the.of Impoſition of Hunds was diawria 
rrevuel©-, this was the Miniſtry of the Spirit 5, we 
' recerve Chrift when we hear, and obey his Word , 
we eat Chrift by Faith;, and yet the bleſſed Fx- 
X chari/t Ls axovie ow ua] & X) ai uadlG,uhe Aint 
| - ftry of the Body and Blood of Chriſt : the Lord's 
+ Supper 15 appointed ritually to convey Chriſt's Body 
| And Blood to us ;, ſo us Laying on of Hands ordain- 
'* ed ritually to give us the Spirit. 

. Now probably ſome who are againſt the Lord's. 
Supper, may ſay, they feed upon. Chriſt, and 
mave-as'much Communion with him, and Faith 
SR in him, as many of us who often partake there- 
'3 .3 of ; and may be can ſay as much on this account, 

+ as.you on the other :. wilt you. therefore neglect 
| - Your Duty touching br eaking of Bread ? : 
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Fheres-a Promile of the Spirit made in Beg: 
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g Objection is anſwered, 


Hargely*anſwered this Objection: elſewhere, . be- 
"fore I met with the learned DoRtor : If th 


f [07 to it, it 352 
T.- 1. 1: the day 


- 107 at @ll in all Men; Are all workers of Mir 
J 4o all ſpeak with Tongues? &c.. the 


| rarles was but collateral, and incident : but there.is. ® 


x pretence that the 9p 77 i is ot grue 4 EXITABT, 4 Hrs Wer Hh 


j pon baptized Believers, 79 _ 
tim; yet ſome may ſay, they have more of the 7} 
Spirit than you or I; and yet never were bap-. 
ized. Cornelius, tho he had received a large 
meaſure of the __ yet was very Willing to- 
be baptized, and to do what ever Peter, from. 
Chriſt's command, enjoined him. And thus the. 


: Oe But extraordinary Effetts did: accom- 
Lpany this Adminiftration, and: ſuch do not follow 
ow; therefore the thing you plead for is ceaſed; + 


>= P:ſw. Let Dr. Taylor ſpeak now, for L have 


is be 
all (faith he, p. 57—59.) that can be ſaid in oppor. 
5 zrfun:tely vain. \ Pp 
s of: the Apoftles, the Holy. Spirit 


produced - miraculous Effetts, but neither I-45 
57 


"I 


nd bloweth 
where it liſteth;, ſome have Gifts after this man= 
ner, ſome after that. - "or 
2. T heſe Gifts were not aapofſer at all Times, any. * 
more than to ail Perſons; but the Fronts of the Holy * 
Spirit did belong to all, and was performed to all, but 
not in the like manner, Stephen was full of the Holyp: © > 
Spirit, of Faith,and Power; the Holy Ghoft was gruen. ® 
to him, to fulfil his Faith principally; working Mi» * 


alſo an upon of the Holy Spirit to all, and that” * 
for ever. he manifeftat 10 of the Spirgt 4s. FUE: 
to every Man, to profit withal: Ana therefore of : 


the Grace be given to all, there is no reaſon that the, © 
ritual Miniftration of that Grace ſhould ceaſe," cnt 
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> Laying on of Hands 
© 3. Thoſe extraordinaryGifts were indeed at firftt ( 
neceſſary ;, ( he gives ſeveral reafons thereof) one,” 
-becanſe of them who could not receive the under | 
Randing of an intorporeal Nature; that if afters. Þ 
wards they be not ſo done, they may be believed by 1.4 
thoſe things which were already done : another, be-", #5 
cauſe 0 p i Rate of the Church. But the pgreat- #- 
er: Gifts (faith he) were to abide for ever; there- 
fore "tis obſervable that Ss. Paul ſays, that the Gift 
{ of Tongues i5 one of the leaft and moſt uſeleſs things® 
| a meer fign, and not ſo much as a fign to a Believer, 
* but. to Infidels and Unbelievers. Wy 
4. Toevery ordinary and perpetual Miniſtry, at 
\ if there were extraordinary Effetts, and miracu- 
| tous Confignations : We fmd 3000 converted at one ; 
ermon; $OOO at another ;, and Perſons were mi- 
atutonſly cured by Prayer,.-at the vifitation of the 
5 and*Devils caft” out in the converfion of a' ®© 


*%p 


Hl 


E Simmer: And now tho we ſee no ſuch extraordinary 
; Efetts, «t follows not that the Viſitation of the Sick, 


© Preaching, Sermons, &C. are not mhagooy and per- 


 petual Miniftrations: and therefore to fancy that 
| Jatoration of the: Holy Spirit, and Impoſition. of 
bs £2anas 15 to ceaſe, when the extraordinary and tem- 
_ iaFary Contingencies of it are gone, is too trifling a 
* fancy to be'put into the balance againſt ſo ſacred an 
- Inftitig on, relying apor many Scriptures. 
F- 8. He argues yet er, ſhewing tho the Gifts' 
- Io _ d outward Miracles, remain not” 
=@wt the CHurch, yet the greater, or more tran- 
L IKcendent Gifts of the Spirit do-continne, viz. Sanc- 
Pficat ron and Power, Fortitude and Faith, Hope' 
mx Love, &c.' Theſe are (faith he) the Miracles 
Grace, td throw down the pride of Lucifer, 10 


tread 


upon. baptized Beliewers. 0n' +2 
tread on the great Dragm; and: to. triumph over © 
' owr-fpiritual Enemies, to' cure a difbaſed Soul, to 
*be unharmed by the. poiſon of Temptation, &C. This 
- | x6 more than to recerve the Spirit, of a power of Mi. 

F xdvles, 2nd ſupernatural Produtts in a natural Mat- 


my "44 : Yor this 15 from a ſupernatural Principle, to re- 
A, 3 Jer th rom toa ſu GT End inrks 
'- © Dirviner-fpirit of « Man; and this being mare mira- 


\Cielogis thai the - hin it ought not to be pretended thas 
be ds{continuazce of extraordinar OE ould . 
e the diſcontinuance of ant ordinary Miniftrats-. 
; and thus wthat(faith he) which 7 W4s f0 Prove, 
: E He roceeds to other Reaſons; but I think he 
Mas ſaid enough 3 and therefore [ ſhall return to, 
, Danvers, p. 48, | Who labours againſt the® 
fream, and wou make ws believe that theLay- - , 
p on of Hands y Shoppe. ® £110 1,6, and*. * 
"1 F4mm.4. T4. are t n t be _r6+ $M 
-Fjeced, ſince ſeveral Reakns Mich cen ento-. 
the contrary, that have not in the leaſt | cen re» 
| & moved. That Timvrhy had: Hands laid apon him © - 
- 'F twice, *is evident ;, 5. e. ſoon: after his in, 
Sand 'when ord zined to Office. One mnt d reaſon.” * 
© for ibis giverrby Mr. Blackwood : Paxd (faith he) - 
þ freaks of ſuch Gifts, as were given by the Lajingunt 
+ of bis own Hands, Tov xeqov ts; but the Impofirion_.. © 
| in: Ordination was by the Hands of the Elaerfhip, © : 
{ 1 Tim; 4. 14. where the Greek words are usT' emN-_ |. 
'$-ows, fignifying a conjunttion of Perſons;, but 2 Tim ; 
F. boys is Je emgnows, to denote the aft of one Man: 
* And douMeſs fuch an Expoſition as' Mr. Dan- 
" Fa gives, too much reflects on the A ile, who .. 
3 7h ta noriting more than Pride and Arr cy" 2 
Y Srl he would not have appropriatyg tob bi nf a 


F 32. Laying on of 'Hands 
E £&t Gone, what was done . by others as well as$- 
nei1r. : | 


But again, I am perſwaded our Brethren are: 
ſenſible of what has been ſaid in reſpe& of thoſe - 
Gifts T zmothy received through Layings on of F 
Hands, . which have been ſhewed by ſeveral to be} - 
different, (one only relating to his Office, or Mi- 

terial. Power committed to him ; the other to 
Jach. Gifts as are proper tq all the Saints) tho 
t y.take no notice 0 — Aw > ; bY g 
_ Fam both to fay, that all that Mr. Darvers 

* | Has done in his {mall Tract, has been to darken 
| Counſel with words without K00W10gs et one 
| # youldadm r how confuſcely 


+ D.15-B: Sur we;have not -perfectly learned 
our firſt, Le r Rudiments of our Profeſlion, 
we {ball ye ood Tutors of others: The A- ' 


_—_ 
” 


| .. poſtle blames the Hebrems, ch.;5..22. for being Y 
+ -4uch ill Proficients, that-they had -.gone.no fur- | 
+ ther; and you ſeem to blame us for going io far, 
© as to affirmpolitively what are the firſt Principles 
* — of the Doctrine df Chriſt. But give me leave to tell 
yOll, it is as eaſy to know what Laying on of 
” & Hands is intended Heb. 6. as what Baptitm- our 
- — Saviour refers to, Mat. 28. 20. 1-4 
=... But ſecondly, You- may be afſirfl were we at 
= -alonn the caſe, we {hould never come to learn 
zz a you; for Mr. D. by his own grant, p2g.49. 
=_—*enheth he had not attained to 2 certain knowleds 
of it, nor was able to be poſitive in the caſe , many | 
= ou *s things | 


«pon baptized Believers. © T2 
ll ash- Things bemg hard and difficult tobe underftoag 

\ which thoſe that are ignorant, wreft, ſaith he, &c. © 
are 8+ A»ſm. No marvel if ignorant Men are at a loſs, 
ioſe F and captivated in their underſtandings, abuſing 3 
of f* and wreſting thoſe myſterious places, or things 
) be 4 «contained in Paul's Epiſtles , when Men of knows 
\i- 8 *YY (hall toſe themſelves. in f{ch a plain.an 

- path. I knew .a Man ( may be learned. 
8 who awhile ago, knew not - but. that *Bapfilin, * 
"Wand Laying on of hands, &c. in Heb.6. 1,2. | 
& might intend thoſe legal Waſungs, and Laying 
Sz-on of Hands upan the heads of Bullocks, ſacriticec 
Kin the time of the Law. I am glad ton other 
} Oppoſers of this Truth of another 'Tudgment. 
" Would Men deny themſelves, and notytruf 


4 


”xtheir own underſtandings; they might foal ſec 
- the way plain before them, that thoſe finſt Prin 
+ riples of the Oracles of God, called Milk for 
Babes, and not firong Meat, are none of tho 
= gs ſpoken of by Peter, ſo hard to be under: 
| e | EY Hb STEEN E 
But fince Mr, D. ſays, he will not leaue us in the © 
# aark, but reſolves to g:ve us his apprehenſion of + 
this Text, in which he thinks he has the mind of © 
Chbrift, pag. 49, 50+ we will proceed. e582 
Yet this let me premiſe, that what he has laid 
| - own as his Judgment on this Text, Mr. Tom- 
% brfon has very weil anſwered in a Treatiſe lately 
F printed, pa. 22, 23. and ſhewed the ridiculous : 
& neſs of 4uc an Expolition. 1 fear Mr. D.. did 
|. not implore the Throne of Grace for Light and - 
|; Direction before he begun to write on this Sub 
K je, he is ſo much beclouded as to the. meamngt2 
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$ of this Scripture. He conceives, that the fix*: 
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leave them; it might rather have been their porjecr 


nd pratts ing of them, and go no further ;, or if we 


* L aying 08 of - Hands 


zoned here, are very comprehenſeve, f 


Ete nal Judgment, are not comprehended in the 
five or poſitive part of Holineſs : to what 
urpoſe then have we ſpent our time in writing 


about either of theſe Principles ? : 

-,. 3. But again, as Mr. T omlinſon minds, How 
could it be the weakneſs of theſe Hebrews, that th 
 ba# need to be taught them again ? or how could 


ad 


the Apoſtle ſay, he would leave them to go on toper- 
fettion ? &c. Surely if in theſe firft Principles all 
Religion be comprehended, he would not do well to 
ung 


n ever to remain there, Viz. im preaching, fludy 


muſt needs leave them, we muſt leave all Religion 


þ. ard Holineſs, and ſo turn Ranters, Atheifts, or 
+: 4 But, if the whole Body of Religion and 


. Holineſs 


«ppn baptized Believers. $4 
/ Hgpock is popochcaded in the "ſix Principles, 3 
| OT? tan had gone fur 


on _no_ Chri 1e further ; nav, nor 4% 
| perfetly learned the A BC of his Profeilion, *% 
and we muſt always be learning them, and fo ' 
| ever be but Babes in Chriſtz and no reaſon had - * 
 theiApoſtte .to blame the Hebr-ws that they 3 
7 had Þone no further, ſince in thoſe beginning 3 
Lenaamy were comprehended the whole of theix 
ty. | "0" " 
____ F. And fince theſe Principles are in the A 
file's ſenſe to be looked upon as Milk, and for 
| Babes; what then is the Meat ? and who are the 
- ſtrong Men? Surely when we have done with oar 
4. Milk, the Feaſt is ended; and there is no after- 
$ Dith, to ipeak according to the nacure of this 
- Metaphor. i 


ky hm. 
BL vw 


TO 


Again, P. 45. as Mr. Darvers would have Re- | 
pentance and Faith to comprehend both ' the 
negative and poſitive part of Holineſs; ſo hepro- _ 
ceeds to tell us how cteeſree Laying on of _ 
S hands is; That it takes.mn all ſorts that are ſpoken 
\ # of, viz Miracles, Healings, and Gifts, that were 

| for the Confirmation of the Goſpel, and the Inveſti- 
| ture of Chur ch=Officers, GC, det 

Anſw. This is as true as the foriner, and as 

' | -good Divinity every whit; and when he has an+ * 
{wered our Arguments again!t this ſtrange Ex» 
polition, we will argue that Point further. But * 

doth he not hereby make Laying on of hands for: 
miraculous Healing, a perpetual Adminiitrationg +: 

it being a part ( inhis ſenſe ) of the Foundation .* 
of God's Houſe ? We have ſhewed why it cannot; + 
intend that on Sick Perſons, nor on Officers of: 
the Church; and as 7 extraordinary Gifts far, : 


& * 
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; 86 Laying on of Hands 
& Confirmation of the Goſpel, if he mean that ſpo- ' « 
 kenof A958. 17. and 19. 6. we utterly deny it, 
& and clearly prove the contrary, that it was not 
# the end of that Service, &c. no more than of 
oF. Afcmbling together , Prayer, Preaching, &c. 
> ſince {ach Miraculous Effects followed more or 
[:is every. one of thoſe, and other Goſpel-mini- 
trations, as well as Laying on of hands on bap- 
tized Believers. - This confidered,' 'tis ſtravpe he 
ſhould reaſon after this manner. | 
- Rut we further -ſay, there is but one Laying 
on of hands intended in Heb.6. 1, 2. becauſe 'tis 
expreſt in th: ſmgular number, Laying on of 
hands, and not I avings, &c. 
Mr. Danvers ſaith This is a meer Criticiſm, 
and hath nothing of truth in it. He arms that Þ 
Lying on of hands, ts as plaral as Baptiſm, This * 
is all the Anſwer he gives; ſte page Fr. 
 . Azfw. It a bare Aﬀirmation may be taken for 
a Proof in this, we are anſwered, and Mr. D:7- 
vers has done his buſineſs; what is here more ? 
> IJdefire to know how he would write were he to 
_ diſtinguiſh between one Hand and ſeveral, fince 
Hands are in the Plural Number ? T he Admint- 
ftrator is. not to lay one only, but both his 
Hangs: there can be no diſtinguiſhing (if this 
Man is not miſtaken ) between one and divers 
kinds; for wherever the Scripture {peaks but of 
one fort (in our Opponents judgment) 'tis expreſs, 
Ss as it is here, viz. Laying on of hands, and fo as 
8 - plura]: fee 177.414. I need not ſay more, only 
Cite a Paſſage of a Learned Writer npon this very 
& - Place, and Objection ; 'T rs moſt pulpably apparent 
+» Cath he) ro ſuch as are not aflcep in their _ 
: .” T 0 


off that Text, Heb, 6. 1, 2. that it ſpeaks in't 
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ſmgular Number, of one Laying on of hands aloe," 


and not of Layings on of hands, as it muſt have been” © 
expreft, had he meant more kinds of Impoſitton of 
hands than one: for tho Hands be the Plural Num-. ? 
ber,» yet [note] Laying, which ts the Phraſe you. | 
| = to, or elſe you ſpeak nihil ad Rhotbum, 7s @ 1 
Subſtantive of the Singular Number, both in the 
Engliſh and the Greek. > Sa 
But to proceed : Mr. D. þ. 51,52. gives us the : 
ground of his Offence concerning the nature. or ' 
manner of our maintaining this Principle of Im- 
poſition of Hands. ans 
1, Negatively, he tells us wherein his offence 
lies not, viz. Not becauſe we# pray for a bleffing on 
our Brethren and Sifters, or for the prattece or geſ- 
ture of Lifting up, or Laying on of hands 5} pro= 
hl it be not urged as'of abſolute neceſſity, &C. 
ut, | 


2, When impoſed as an Tnftitution of Chrift, +; 
a betinning Dottrine, or Oracle: of God, a Fount- 
agtion of Chriftian Religion, to which every Diſ- * 
ciple of Chriſt ought to ſnhmit on penalty of Non- | 
communion, for rejefting a Fundamental Printi= © 
ple, the not one word of Inſtitution, Command, 
Precept, or Example for the ſame; and toat mr 

pretence of rece:ving more of the Spirit of Chrift © 
thereby, which is a Spirit of Love, Meehneſs, &6. | 
There appears the Spirit of uncharitableneſs, nudg-.. © 
ing, rending, and dividing the Body of Chritt, © 
and for aſſerting for Dottrine and Prattice, the 
Cuftoms and Commands of Men: it 15 for thefe 
things 'our Offences lie ſo well founded upon Dent, © 
4-2. and 12, 23. Rev. Ju 8. Prov. 30.6. 4.4 


A Bug 
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. Laying on of Hands 
+ - £41jw. 1.. Could we have ſuch a liberty as to 
E make a holy Inſtitution of Chriſt only a format 
For civil Ceremony or Geſture, or a thing indif- 
| ferent, todo, or not do;. our Brethren, it ſeems, 
= would not be offended. Ns | 
| = 2, Were 1t a true Charge he brings, he would 
+ have cauſe.to be offended with.; us; but whether 
” it be a Principte of the DoRrine of Chriſt, and 
Fan Oracle of God, or a Tradition.of Men, which 
tet the impartial Reader judg. 


| we contend for, 
Here is nothing offered” by our Opponent to de- 
F ſerve any further Anſiver; it cls more for Re- 
| prehenſion than Confutatian. .W ho ſeemed more 
| cenforious than Mr. Danvers, who. charged 
| his Brethren with 'what they moſt abominated, 
- 2, tearing and dividing the, Bod ay of Chriſt, 

| Wyul-worthip, nay . being+ under the dreadful 
F- Curſe of Adding to the Word of God ? 

- 3. Whether weare guilty of Schiſm, rending 
and tearing the Body of Chritft, or thoſe who 
F negle&t his Words, or - Foundation-Principle of 
8 his Doctrine (I might ſay reject it) is fully nfani- 
& f-ited in a late Book Intituled, T he Searchers for 
| 5Schi/m ſearched, that has not yet been anſwered. 

4. May. not the [dependents and others charge 
F you onthe account of Baptiſm, with rending and 
| rearing the Body of Chriit, ſince you deny Break- 
" ing of Bread with them, on that Conſideration 
as lome do with you about Laying on of hands, a- 
- Principle of the fame nature ? Doth not Mr. Wi#s 
- in his Anſwer. to your former Book of Baptiſm, 
| Fan's you in much like words, as you do us 
+ here? And truly, if I miitake not, Mr. D. has 
s cleared us from.Schilm, and well anſwered hi —— 


& 
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> upon baptized Believers. 89 3 
ſelf in his late Reply, Page 169, 170, ga 
as bus of Baoritn'- S Mr, D's In- 2; 
171. as be iays of Baptiſm : Suffer 
me to ſpeak of Laying on of hands ;, Truch he 4 
ere 35 nothing in the Principle it "-Y 


| mw . cated. -- = 
ſelf but what inclines to Piety and 5: 7, 


UVnny : It being deſigned by Chriſt not only to pro» 2 
mote Santtification, but to further Loue'and Peace, 
in the way of Righteouſneſs and Truth, © © 

Why ſhould Baptiſm be cſteemed the whole ! 
and only Inlet into the viſible Church, when''tis 
but one of the Six' Fundamental Principles of } 
Church-Conftitution ? Why ſhould he have a 
greater eſteem for one than for another Inftitu- 1 
tion? Did our Brethren ſee Laying on of bands 
to be an Ordinance of the ſame nature with Bap- 
tilm, I might hope they would not'be of the 
hind ſome are of : 'tis ſad when a Fundamental 
Principle of Chriſtian Relizion (tall be made un- 
different. I bave a tender reſpe& to all that love -! 
Chriit,. yet dare not violate that Huly Order 7} 
lft4n lis Word, knowing how ſeverely he has 
manifelted his diſpleaſure againſt fuch_ as have * 
been negligent therein. WED 

5. Now tho we grant Baptiſm an In:tiating .? 
Ordinance, yet not that alone. There are two : 
Doors to be paſſed through, ( ſanth a Learned : 
Writer.) before we c an come ad adyta & wiuma ! 
Eccleliz penetralia, viz. Baptiſm, and Laying on af 
hands: whereof the latter properly and unmeazately * 


tY 
2*8 
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£1VES admittaiice. 2 

Mr. Hanmer, p.22. cites ſome antient Chriſtians : 
ſpeaking thus : Confirmatione protinms aata lena \:; 
autthoritas, & 11s Corpori Chrifti & ſangnum cum | 
omnibus Fidelibus communicandi : that is, Con-# 
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' 90 | Laying on of Hands 
* firmation ( or Impofition of hands ) forthwith gives 
| full authority and right of Communion in the Body 
þ , and Blood of Chriſt, And in another place ſaith 
| the ſame Perſon; He that was not confirmed, was 
not admitted tothe Euchariſt. 
| Doubtleſs if the Church of Judea, firſt planted 
inthe order of the Goſpel, is to be followed? or 
* If that which was the practice of ſome of the 
Charches, was alſo of every Church, then both 
theſe Ordinances, as well as the other beginning 
| Principles, muit precede, or are prerequiſite to 
| "Church-Communion and Fellowſhip. 
'_  ObjeR. But dothnot this rtraiten and narrow tre 
TIntereFfF of Foſus Christ ? 

 Anſm, Mr. Danvers's Reply to Mr. J}Vills about 
Baptiſm, 1s a very good anſwer: viz. This (faith 
he) 1s no other than Reformation in 1 Ages (ſmce 
the Antichriftian defettion ) hath been'charge1:,-1:., 
and particularly that Reformation that bas been en- 
deavoured in that other Ordinance of the Lord's 
Sapper ;, therefore the Presbyterians cry out againft 
the Independents for finfir! Schiſm, Foxenters of 
Fattion, and narrowins of ChriſPs Intereſt, in 
their reſpethive Separations, and Church-Communi- 
os. The ſame do the Prelats ſay to the Presby- 
terians; and the very ſame do the Papiſts ſay to 
the Epilcoparians. 

Tf Mr. D. in the work of Reformation excels, 
er has more light than ſuch he ſpeaks of, in re- 
ipet of Church-Conſiitution and Communion, 
and reiolves to purſne his work, tho he is re- 
S- proach'd on this account 5 why ſhould he blame 
us, who, according to our light, labour after a 
,- pure and perfect Reforination ? or doth he judy 
TS > -- | of 
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he has got to ſuch a degree of knowledg, that he 


is perfect, and needs no more light nor infiructi-, 3 
on, and that the laſt Stone of Reformation and 


Rettoration here -is laid , becauſe Baptiſm thines 
forth in its primitive purity ? Remember him 
who ſaid (f{uch was his Humility) What I know 
7ot, Teach thou me. - And Apollos, tho mighty in 
the Scriptures, could ſtoop to the Connſel and 


Inſtruction of Aquila and Priſcilla, tho much in- | 


terior to him, who taught him the way of God 
niore perfettly, Act. 18. 26. — 
Ought not we to fand fa/lt, and hold the 
Traditions we have been taught * and is nct. tis 
worthy. of Commendation ? what faith the / p - 
{tle, 1 Cor. 11,2, Now [I praiſe yort Bretioren, ij2 
you remember me in all things, and keep the Ordi- 
" hances as togy. were delivered utito you, And are 


yee not commanded 7s miuthdraw from every Bro- 


ther that walks ajorderly and 10t a/ter the Tru: 
ditions wg have received? Befides, can we Come 
fortably have Communion with {uct as oppoſe a 


Conftnand of God, nay, that make it but a Tra«. : 


dition of Men, and an Antichriftian Innovation ? 
And as in ail Fundamentals of Salvation, ſo in 
thoſe of Church-Conltitution, we ought to.be a» 
greed, before _we can orderly fit down” toge-' 
ther, .' | 

7, But to ſay no more, I would caution-all 


our Brethren to, take heed what they aFrm. on . ? 


this account, I mzan concerning us, and this ſa- 


cred Inſtitution, ſince they ſeem {o cloudy in their - : 


underitanding about thoſe Scriptures urged-as the 


I Bradt Warranty for our Practice ; If God has 3 
 - hid. ( far reaſons beſt known t& himſelf a 
| - V4 Tru.h ; 
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” 02 Laying on of Hands 
{ Truth of Impoſition of hands from their eyes, as 
} »he hath the holy Ordinarce of Baptiſm from the | 
| Tnacpendents, &C. it will be their wiſdom to for- 
bear Refleions ; let them not be angry, leſt it 
be found to be a Truth of Gcd; and they conle- 
quently prove offended at Chriſt himſcIf, . who: 
leit this as wel as Baptiſm amongſt the bepinning- 
principles of his Do&rine. Why ſtould they be 
| offended at vs for having an equal 1: ve to all the 
| - Commandments of Chriſt? I would hope they 
* have reaſon to judge, 'tis from hence we fo ear- 
neltly contend with them on this account. 
8. I cannot but marvel, that our Brethren 
- ſhould' call Laying on of hands, a Doctrine, or 
Tradition of Men, and render thoſe who plead 
for it, guilty of adding to the Word of God 
and yet receive ſuch into Communion at the | 
* Lord's Table, as are in the practice of it. What | 
 -uncharitable thoughts do they retain of their | 
Brethren ?: and what guilt, on this Conſideration, 
| do they bring on their own Souls ? oe 
 ” But let me cioſe/ with one Caution more; 
fince they know 'tis as ſinful every way. to dimi- 
niſh from God's Word as to alter or add 'to it, 
jet them take heed leſt they be found guilty 
therein. 
We have now traced Mr. D. quite through, 
S and have little more to do: In page 53. be the 
3 bours to remove an Objection brought againſt 
* him from Antiquity; and ſince he has fairly fta- 
= ted it, take it in his own words . . _ 
. AA to the point of Antiquity, tho 'tis granted the 
 -Artients, and their Followers ever ſince, have er- 
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 Fearnet only in vhe Subject, but in divers Circum- 
"== he Rances - 
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»that ſuch a Witneſs hath been born all along there- 


| have cited any now, had we,not been fore'd by 
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- HPON baptized Believers. G 7 ov 
Rances about this Rite of Impoſition of 1311s, yet t5= 4 
Aas-much as there has been all dong ſich a witnels 4 
born to the thing it ſelf, it makes for its Aroftoli- 
calneſs, and confirms our Prattice thereii!i, Now - 4 

take his Anſwer to it : It doth not appear (faith he) 1 


ro, for Mr. Baxter ingenuon/ly acknowledoes ti; 
Juſtm Martyr, Irenens, and othcrs in: thoſe tivics 
are ſilent about it, &c. And thoſe Authorities 1/1; 
are pretended to aſſert the ſame in the firft Centuries, 
have been proved to be ſpurious and ſuppoſititions, 4 
2ly. That pretence of antient Preſcription, with» © 
out the Word of God to warrant it, can never juſtify 
the Divine Authority of any Pratt ice. = 

Anſw. 1. We fully agree with him, viz. what- 
ever is found in antient Preſcriptions concerning 
this, or Any Practice, ſignifies nothing, if God's 
Word doth not witneſs to it : But having ſuch 
evident proof from God's Word to warrant this + 
Precept, we never-judged it worth while to ſearch * 
into, Authors concerning it ; neither ſhould we 2 


our Oppoſers. And as to what he fays concern- 
ing Mr. Baxter's ingenuons Confeſſion, that Juſtsz 
avert and - renews are both ſilent about it, it 
ſignifies very little; -for firſt, we *have nothing 
but Mr. Baxter's ſay-ſo for it, who may be has 
overlook'd fome places of theſe Authors, or prq- © 
bably not met with all their Works. Eut, ._ 

2. Since their Silence only is pretended, it ear- 4 
ries no great force with it ; mutt we of neceſtity _ # 
produce all th: Anticnts exprelly witneſling ther& 3 


to; or elſe is all nuthing that is brought, from * 
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Antiquity in rh? Ca ? We have mentioned 1a. 


04 Laying on of Hands _ 
6 eral antient Witneſſes, and' ſome of the 2d and 
3d Centuries, which arcneither ſpurious, ſuppo- 
E {ititious, ſuborn'd Witneſſes, nor Knights of the 
” Poſt, tho Mr. D. is pleaſed ſo to call them. 

| And now to conclude, we muſt . ſay again, a- 
gainſt what is mention'd, þ. 54. | that there is a 
clearer Precept forImpoſition þ: hr on baptszed 
Believers as fuch, than can be urged for that on 
Church-Offcers, or the obſervation of the firſt 
Day of the Week, ©&c. 

| I have ground to conciude Mr. D. thinks it 
his duty to keep holy the firſt Day of the Week, 
as the Chriſtian Sabbath. 

._* We gave Mr. D. no ground to ſay that which 
he did of us, viz. Keproach the Wiſdem of Chris}, 
and/light the Agthority of the Holy Scriptures, 4s (* 
tho we had not 4 ſufcient Direttion therein in all |: 
parts of God's [or ſhip, God forbid we i]-ould be F 
gnilty of fuch things ! Rome and others may here- 
m juſtly be charged ; - but our Souls witneſs a- | 
"gainlt it as an abominable Aſſertion. , 
+ And tbat remarkable Expreſlion of Dr. Ofter's, 
as Mr. D. calls it, we can with all readinels and 
ſimplicity cloſe in with; and judg it neceſſary 
once more to recite it, Viz. This then they who 
. hald-Communion with Chriſt, are carejul of, they 
will admit nothing, practiſe nothing in the Worſhip 
of God, private or publick, but what they have his 
Warrant for : for unleſs it comes in his Name, with 
Thus ſaith the Lord Jeſus, they will.not hear ar 
* Avgcl from Heaven: they know the Apoftles:them- 
= jekyes were to teach the $4ints only what Chrift com- 

 muwnded them, Communion with God, p. 171. 
The Doctor's Rule is ever to be followed, the 
"ET | Lord 
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upon" ba: rzed Believers, 0 of: 
7 Lord open his eyes 3 for how doth this clearly 
| overthrow all his Arguments for Infant-Baptiſm 2. 
ec. Butwhat injury doth it do vs, who cai fav, 3 
Thus faith the Lord Teſws ? 'tis left on record a- + 4 
monegſt the firſt Principles of his Doctrine, Heb... 3 
6.1, 2. 'tis a Command of God, if the Oracles 
of God be his Command, Heb. 5. 12. which fare 
# -none will deny ; fince the Apoſtle Pal, and S:c- 
| phen (a Man ful} of the Holy Spirit) affirm them 
5 f to be. We believe what the Dottor ſaith, v2. 
: os the Apoſtles were to teach nothing but what 
Zhriſt commanded them, to whom they were 
obedient therein : and ſurely then all may ſee a 
Divine. Inſtitution for this Practice; for was it 
not taught-to the brew Church ? eb. 5. 12. 
And did not Peter and Jon teach it to the Saints + - 
at Samaria ? and Paul tothe Diſciples at Epheſzs, . : 
and to Timothy ? yea, and made them obedjeut 
thereto? Acts 8. 17. & 19.6. 2 Tim. 1.6... 
| If Laying on of hands were not an Ordinance of © 
' God, and of Divine Inflitution ({aith Mr. Black; - 
modi Annot-on:/Matth. p. 690. ) then the Apoſtles 5 
in the adminiſtration thereof had prattiſed Will. - | 
wo ſhip, nay, "which is more, had left a Rule of © 
Wiill-wo;ſhip untous, Heb.6.1., But tw aoſur#ro 
think that rhe Apoftle would do either of theſe ;, 
therefore Laying on of hands upon oaptiztd Perſons. - 
i an Apeftolical Inſtitution. | 454M 
Far be it from us, or any Chriſtian, to: bar-: - 
bour fo uncharitable:thoughts of the blefled Apo- - 
» ftles, viz. thatthey would do any thing in Chritt's . 
Name without his Warrant. . If any Man, git 
Paul. think himſclf to be a Prophet, or Spiritual, > 
let him acknowledg that the things I write unto you, 4 
_ \ | B are 7 
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F- 9b Laying on of Hands. 

| are the Commandments of the Lord, 1 Cor. 14. 37. 
| Compare this. with Rom. 15. 18. For I will wot 
| dare to ſpeak of any of thoſe things, which Chrift 
| bath not wrought by me, to make the Gentiles ohe- 
* ent, by word or deed. 
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' Contatning a few Motives or Arguments, . pro- 


voking and encouragrng. to Obedience to the 
Holy Ordinance of Impoſ;tion of Hands. 


| BEtore I conejude, I judg it neceſſary to offer 


two or three Motives, to ſtir up to Obedience 
fach as deſire to be found fincere Followers of the 
Eord Jeſus, and of tlie primitive Saints, and. to 
walk in-all the Commandments of the Lord blame- 
 lefſs; and to conſider, whether they do not lie 
| fhort of their Duty and Privilege, whilſt they 
© omit or neglect this precious (tho deipiſed) Ofdi- 
- nance of Impolition of Hands. ? 


Motive 1. Brethren, Conſider, ” wp bave the 


holy Pattern of the Saints of old to ſtir you, up to 
a diligent ſearch in the Book of God's Law, to 
find out what his Mind and Will may be concerns 


How glad were the Children of 1ſrael, 


SS 208g you. 
|| Wheh upon enquiry they found out: that long-neg- 
FF te&ed Ordinance of ſitting in Booths in the Feait 


' F of Tabernacles? Neb,8.14,--17. they did not.then 
SF contend againſt if, cr raiſe Objections, faying It 


- has not been done for many years : Samuel, David, 
- Hezekiah, and. Feſiah did it not, who had glori- 
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upon baptized- Believers. O77 


| but as they found it written, they ſet about t 


\ .. You to conſider your fault and neglect herein 


| keethere isno defect in the Foundation, take heed® *Þ 


ons Light, and were great Reformers; and we © 
have no immediate V ifjon, or - miraculous Ap-. - 
pearance of God to revive this Inſtitution, = * 
. We find nothing of this nature ſtumbled them, 


Work, and there was great Foy: They were not. 
like many Souls in our days, who make Objec-- 
tions againſt Baptiſm and Laying on of hands; .? 
fuch and ſach eminent Men (ay they) ſee it not, 
practiſe it not; 'tis not an Inſtitution of Chriſt, 4 
x it were, ſure Mr, fuch a one ( a learned Mini- | 
ſer and Brother ) would be for it; he.is a Man * 
of greater light and underitanding than you, &c, - | 
*Tis no maryel they are thus beclouded, whilſt | 
their eyes are fo fixt on Men; and initead. of ' 
walking by the perfect Light of God's Word, 4 
walk by the Light of thoſe that are ſo imperfet. |! 

Motive 2. Conſider that by a univerlal obedi- { 
ence to Chriſt, you will appear to be his Diſci- 7 
ples indeed, and of the Remnant of the Woman's {| 
Seed, - Rev. 12. 17. Yea you will enter into ſtrong | 
barttſs of Alliance and Frienditip with the Lord 
Jeſus: You are my Friends (faith he) if you do 
whatſoever I command you, Joh. 15. 14. This alſo -$ 
will add boldneſs to if Saints, Then hall I no #7 
be aſhamed (laith David) when I have reſpe& to 


all thy Commandments. Ee 
ot. 3. Let the Nature of the Ordinance moye 


and as you defire that the Church you bave given 
up-your ſelves to walk in the order of the Goſpel |} 
with, being knit and fitly framed together, may- # 
grow into a Holy Temple in the Lord. Be ſure # 


it = & 


© 98 Laying on 'of Hands 
- 1t wants not one principal Pillar; and let none 
* ſpeak ſlightingly of this Inſtitution, leſt he provoke: | 
j- Jelus Chriſt thereby. Did he command any thing * 
| 1n vain? Andby the ſame Argument you advcn- 
Mure to caſt off this Principle, another. may do 
fo by Baptiſm, and conſequently all the reſt; 
| and fo in time God's Spiritual Houſe be like vn- 
| to the literal Temple, viz. not have one Stone 
- Jeft upon another which will not be thrown 
* down. 2 
Motive 4. Confider that thoſe bleſſed Promiſes 3 
God has made of giving the Comforter, the Spi- | 
rit of Truth, which the World cannot veceive. are 
entailed to the obedient Soul ;, if we will have 
the Bleſling, we muſt be found in our Duty. 
And how has God crowned this Service, as has 
- been ſhewed , with- wonderful manifeſtations 
thereof? Nay, conſider what meaſure ſoever 
God has given thee of his Spirit, by waiting up- 
on him m other Ordinances; yet this of Impoli- | 
' tion'of hands Chriſt has appointed as the 1Lni- 
 ftry thereof to baptized Behevers as ſuch : to efery (| 
particular Inſtitution there is ſome ſpecial and 
peculiar” Bleſling annexed ; and tis ordained 
as God's ordinary way for the conveyance of it, 
as F might largely ſhew. in reſpe& of Preaching 
the Word, Baptiſm, the Lord's Supper, Church- 
Cenfures, ©c. and the like alſo in this of Laying - ! 
*on of hands: and tho G-d is not tied to this or g 
that Ordimance,, yet he bath tied us to the exact 
obſervation'of them : He may anticipate his own 
= Order, and give usthe Mercy promited (in part) 
| in {ome other way; yet we ought not to nep[:<t 
-_ our Duty, | - 
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' upon baptized Believers, ' 99 
Becauſe I have obtained Faith in ſome other © 
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than God's uſual way for the begetting it, ſhall - . : 
I not hear the Word preached, for the further 
increaſing it inmy+ Heart? Again, becauſe I have. : 
remiſlion of Sins, and other Bleflings promiſed ! 
in Baptiſm before baptized , ſhall I rejet that *' 
Ordfnance? Sure Cornelius did- not do fo, Afﬀts 
IO, 45, 47. And azain, I feed by Faith on Jeſus 
Chriſt, and receive his Fleſh which is Meat in- 
deed, and his Blood which is Drink indeed; ſhall 
I therefore refuſe the Ordinance of the Lord's 
Supper, which is appointed as the Miniſtry of 
his Body and Blood ? God forbid, Even fo, let 
none neglect this Appointment, notwithſtanding 
any Gift, or Meaſure of the Boly Spirit they: 
have received, ſince it has pleaſed God to dire 
toit, and lett it in his Houſe as a perpetual Mi- 
mitration, Dejtroy it rot, for a Biefeng that 1s in 
it, Ia. 65. 8. | 
Motive 5. Conſider the great need thou haſt 
of the Holy Spirit, yea.and of a further increaſe © 
theveof, tho I {ould grant thou hait received it 
already ; for without it none can aviagly believe, 
ror cali Jeſus Lord, Yet there is a fy 
miſe made to thee,.as thou art a Believer in Je: 
ſus Chriit : and what can a poor Saint do wi 
out the Spirit ? what Temptations dolf thou meet + 
with, vrhat Luſts and Corruptions ſtill haſt thow 
to mortify ? and what vutward Tribulations art - ! 
thou (who profeſſeit the Goſpel) expoſed to? © * 


therefore ulz all means, and particularly this, |; 
> 2 


which God injoins thee, that thou maylit obtain © 
a further meaſure. and uicreale of the Spirit of - 7 
God. 4 ; _ Ee - 
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= x00 Laying 0a, of Hands 
= Motive 6. Laſtly, Conſider the excellent and 
&F unſpeakable worth and ufefulneſs of the Holy Spi- 
S rit; O what ſpiritual Profit and Advantage do 
* the Saints of God receive hereby ! 
1. 'Tis the ry Spirit that erlightens the oo; 
of our Underftandings, 1 Cor. 2, 10, 11, 12,13, 
ph. 1. 17. -we cannot ſee afar off, without cur 
* Eves are anointed with this Eye-ſalve : And 0 
.- I Beauty dowe hereby behold in Jeſus Chriſt | 
©, how are our Souls taken with inviſible Objects ! 
Ss and what an oy and nothing-World is this, 
/ When we look through the ProſpeR-glaſs of the 


Spirit of God upon it! ” 

; 2, *Tis the Holy Spirit that revives and qguickerns 
us, and makes us lively in the Paths of Righte- 
ouſneſs, Joh. 6. 63. Col. 2, 13. 


. "Tis the Spirit that leads ws in the way we 

' ſhould walk, Rom. 8. 14. yea and makes them 

k £ aths of | e and pleaſe antneſs HItO OKY Souls, Prov. 

3. 17. 'tis he that guides us into all Truth, and 

brings Chriſt's Words to our remembrance, Joh. 

727 SD ; DIES 

gy . 'Tis the Holy Spirit that comforts us when 

aſt down; 'tis from hence we receive all Hea- 

venly Conſolation, Foh. 14. 16, 26. Xx 
"5. "Tis the Holy Spirit that makes us profit , : 

| under the Word and means of Grace ; .'tis that 
= which maketh our Souls to grow and flouriſh in © 
= the Courts of the Lord's Houſe, Heb.4.2. 1Cor.3.6. \ 
- * 6. Tis the Spirit that helps us to pray, helps 
| or Infirmities, and teacheth us what to pray for, 
|. and gives us acceſs at the Throne of Grace.; yea 
> makes Interceſſron for us with groamnrgs that Caniot 
© be uttered, Rom. 8. 26, 
© HOY ” 11s 
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na upon baptized Believers, Tor 
\ 7. Tis by the Spirit we-cry Abba Father; *tis - 
fat which bears witneſs with owr Spirits, that we 
| are the Children of God, Rom. 8. 13, 15, 16. 

8s. 'Tis by the Holy Spirit we mort:fy the Deeds 
| of the body, Gal. 5. 22. 'tis by that we -live and 
$ {tang, and. are confirmed in Chriſt Jetus, and 
 ſantified throughunt. Wits, 
| 9. Tis from the Holy Spirit that ail heavenly 4 
Grace and ſp;riruz Gifts flow ; 'tis he that divides 1 
ro every man ſeverally as he will, 1 Cor.12. 58,9. ©: 
| 10. *Tis the Holy. Spirit which is the Harneft 
| of our Inheritance, and which gives an Afſarance 
| of the purchaſed Pollceilion unto our Souls, Eph. 
7.10.1; hf 
| 171, 'Tis the Holy Spirit by which we are ſeated 
to the day of Redempt:on, Eph. 1.13, 
" | - 12. *'Tis by the Spirit we are made ſtrong, and- 


* 


, enabled to overcome all Enemies, .and helped to 
F triumph over Death, 1 Cor. 15. 55, 57. 'tis by the _ 
Spirit we know that when our eariny Houſe 1s - 4 
$ cdrfſolved we have a BuAdsng of God, a Houſe not 

' & made with hands, eternal in the Heauens, 2 Cor. 
| & 5.7. Theſe things conſidered, let none blame 
'$ us that we fo earneſtly contend for the Holy. ©: 
Ordinance.of Prayer with Impoſition of Hands, , : 
- F in which God has promiſed, and ſo ſweetly com: © + 
F municated, asthrough a Conduit-Pipe, ſuch blefe . 1 
3. fed Water.of Life. to our Souls. , Shall it not . : 
trouble our Spirits, when Perſons labour to take © 2 
| away the Childrens Bread, or pill any of their - * 
fveet and heavenly Milk upon. the ground? - F 
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- 70t appear to be the leaſt 


; & 7 


on of Hands 


CH A 


IX, 


In anfwer to the Conclu/jon of My. Danvers's 


Book. 


Mr. Danverss Con- 
Ce ethhon, ow 
F Hs you have had a 


Candid Account of 


the riſe, growth, and pro- 
greſs of this Rite of Con- 
firmation, "or Laying on 
.of. hands, fyom the begin- 
ming to this ary, (among /t 
All that have owned it.) 
mith the Authorities on 
TW9:C.) it hath been foiind, 


and grapoſed \ togither- 


ww 


wit a genuine Exami- 
nation of the Grounds 
and Reaſons each Party 


: The Concluſion of * this 
| Treatiſe, in oppoſition 
T8. Ds. 
) Exder, ;Thou haſt had 
a faitafil, and impar- 
t'a} Account of the riſe, 
growth, ang progreſs, of 
this holy, tho contemned 


Ordinance of Impoiirion of | 


hands, from the beginning 
' of the Gofpe|- Mimi (traction. 
to this day ; and now af- 
' ſexted amongſt many Per- 


Twaſions, w:izh the Autho- * 


; rities ON Which it has been 
enjoined ; together with 
the grounds given by An- 
; tient and Mudern Writers 


have peuen to juſtify tie ; 09 juſtity it: And: from 


upon the whole, fairly 
Come to the following | 
bh , "> . | 
Concluſions? V1z, 


I, That' there doth 


Scriptzere - precept, or 
Prattice for any ſuch 


Ordinance of Confirma- 


And may we not | the whole we alſo may 


come to theſe tollowing 
Concluſions; viz. 

I. Thar there appears 
Fall and ample Precepr and 
Practice trom Scripture for 
this Odinance of Impoii- 
tion of hands on all bap- 
tized Believers as ſuch, 


tion,.or . an impoſing of | 


—_— 


Lord's Table. 


2. Thar 


= 


betore admitted to the . 


m— 


; 
' 
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hands upon all the Bap-] 


rtized before' they break 

bread, or are admitted 

into Ci y ch-commmi on, 
2. That the In/tances 


produced to prove it an| 


| Apoftolical Tradition , 
are thmpious Lies and 
Forgeries, 

3. That the Autho- 
rities by which it hath! 
been heretofore enjoined, 
were nothing but Anti- 
chriflian Can Decrees, 

4. T hat the mos emi- 
nent Witneſſes and Con- 
feſſors that oppoſed the 
 Anmuhriftian VUſurpat+ 
ons and Innovations , 
have all ao, witi:fſed 
againſt , - and_imtfizred 
* this bf Confirmation, Viz, 
| the Nevatians, Dona- 
tifts, Waldenſes, Greek 
Caurches,@ Wickliffians, 

A!l winch are worthy 
the ſerious conſideration 
of all ſober and judicion; 
Chriſtians, and eſpecially 
| recommended to them, 


ww 


Io ——_ 


2. Thar the Inſtances 
to prove it an Apoſtolical 
Tradition or Inſtirution, 
are the pious Sayings, and 
written Yeritics of Chriit's 
Ditciples. : 

3. That the Authorities 
by which it was at firſt en-- 
joined, were none elſe fave 
Greac 7ehwah, Father, 
Son and Hely Spirit. 

4. That many eminent. 
Writers both antient and 
modern, have born wit- 
neſs tor it. 

All which is worthy to 
be minded, and commend- 
ed to the coni:deration: of. 
roſe who having rejeRed 
Infants, and imbraccd Be» 
lievers Bap*'uſm, do oP- 
poſe a itrinciple of rite 


ay 
me natiiies. and anneved” 


ro it, wich theſe tojlowing 
Obſervation% _ ; 

1.. It is moſt manifeſt. 
that thoſe Popes, Coun- 


+", # 


 ctls, and Fathers, that have. 


corrupred, pollured, and 
changed the holy Ordi- 
nance of Eaptiſm, and the 
Lord's Supper, did: alfo 
change, alter, and corrupt. 


y 
- 


# who baving rejctted In-| hi, * of impoſition of 

® fants, and imbraced Be- | gangs. | 
= levers Baptiſm, do yet | 2, That tho theprinci-" 
2 cleaue to this Prattice, | pal Arguments the Church 


1-8 Pl : K.5 
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EE gin on the ſame ac- 
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"104 
. with theſe following Ob- 
1} cates VIZ; 

1. It is moſt manifeſt 
that thoſe Papes,Councils 
and Fathers, that have 
erjoined and "impoſed In- 
fants ſprinkling for a Sa- 
crament , or an Orai- 
nance of Chrift, have 
enjoined this alſo ; as ſuch. 

2. That the principal 
Arguments pretended for 
the one, have been, urged 
and pleaded for the other 
| "69 viz. - Apoftolical 

Tradition, -and pretend- 
Fo) Triferences and Conſe: 
_ YOM SCYIPIHITE, - 


"Pifior « on of Hants 


} Rome, and others who 
have drunk of the Whore's 


Cup, do bring to defend 


the Rite called Confrma- 


t10n, 1s .humane Traditi- 
on, and far-tetch'd Conſe 


there 15 plain Scripture- 
proof tor the holy Inſtitu- 
tion of Impoſition of hands 
| Upon baptized Bclieyers. 
3- - That -many godly 
Perſons 1h ſeveral ages have 
oppoled Popiſh laying on 
of hands, on the ſame ac+. 
count that we reject Po- 
ph Baptiſm, and not 0- 
therwiſe. - 
4+ Ir appears not that- 
any baptized Church in 


hat the famaons. 
Churches and C onfeſſors, | 
that bave oppojea tf ants | 
EE as 2s ſogerities 015, 
Popiſh and Antichriftian, 


om op Ag this alſo. - 
at it doth not 
9 Si that any baptized 


"ch or- People, .did | 


oo mn Age or | 
Comuntry own ſuch a Prin- 
ah or Prattice to this 
, ay, except ſome in this. 
Vation 57 theſe late 


thmes, | 


any Country, have denied 
Impotttion of hands upon 
Believers baptized;as gucn, - 
to be an Inftitutivn of 
Jeſus Chriſt , nor ' ever 


this Nation have done”; 
(no ways for their Credit, 


Theſe things being 1o, 
it may be enquired what 
ground - and: reaſon our 


Brethren in this Nation 3 


had ar firſt, -or have now, 


| ro oppoſe this Divine In- v 


ſtitution of the Lord Jeſus 
Ct rift. 
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quences from Scriptite, yer-Þ 


Pa gt gone Ros L228 - | 


writ againſt i it, as ſome in | 


nor Honour of the Goſpel.) ki 


a [A | brief Reply to a Book called, 
4-4 Treatiſe concerning omg on 
"of Hands. 


y Written by a nameleſs Aber, and publiſhed 
: m the Year 1691. 
m1 


* HE jr Reaſon (he fays) why they car 
not own L aying on of tHands on all Bes 
lievers, is, becauſe there muſt be a Com- 

. mand; or at Jet tay Example ior it, Peg. 3 9+ 4 
- Anjw. We have proved in the preced ng 
Treatiſe, that we have both a Command a 
Example for <y it a Command of God, and an 
Oracke of G is all one: See Heb. 5. 12, 1 
That which is an Oracle of God, is a Command I 
x of God; but L wing or of Hands, &C. is an Ora- . 
_ cle of God, Ergo. And as to Examples, we have 
Sr allo : ſee Act 8. and Acts 19. g 


2b. Becauſe ( they ſay ) they believe nei- 

L | bc our Lord nor his Ditciples* were under it, 
ag. 4 ; 
| bf * Anfw. Our Lord, we have ſhewed, was ut- » | 
{er it ; the Father laid his Hands upon him _ 
en: he came out of the Water, and Fender Mi 
Feat him ; the Holy Ghoſt in the _—_— ofa © 
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xTo5 A brixf Reply _ 
Dove reſted upon him : And no doubt but our 
\ Lord laid hs Hands upon his Diſciples, ſince he $4 
taught this Precept as a Principle of his Doc- 
. trine, Heb. 6. 1, 2. True, we read nct of their 
Baptiſm ,. nor. of this neither ; therefore from 
thence they may as well ſay they were nos bap- f- 
rized; as that they had not Hands laid upon them, 


F 4 . 
| VE. # 


3ly. Becauſe ( ſay they) if the Apoſtles were 
under it, they mu;t have an Adminiſtrator ; and 
who, fay they, thould that be ? p. 4. But there 
is nothing ſaid of it, &c. yo 

> hs 1. Our Lord Chriſt might be the Ad- 
miniſtrator, who is the great Shepherd and Biſhop | 
of-- or. Souls, as I {aid afore.. 
-+2. And 1t no more - follows that they were 
not baptized, than that they were riot under Lay 
ing on of Hands ;, i. c. becauſe there is nothing 
ſaid of cither. 


- 4y. Their fourth Reaſon 15 the fame withstheir 


xlt. 
Fly. Their f#f+þ Reaſon 1s, becauſe, they ſay, 
Fg Church at Feruſalem was not under it, 
ag. 5. 4 
: #2 Was not the Hebrew Church the |}: 
Church at Ferwſakem ? Now they, *tis evident, }# 
were ander it,, or had laid it-: Dor laying again 
preſuppoſeth they had once laid it, Or were un- W 
der it, ag well as Baptized. 05." 
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.. Gly, Their ſixth Reaſon is, becauſe an Ordi- Rt 
nance neceflary to Church-Communion ought # 
cry plainly to be-expreſſed, þ. 6, Wo . 
OO STEEN Anſm. » 
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- to a later Book. \ 10g, Þ 
S.. ſm. So is this of -24 ygrry of Hands, Hel. 3 
F. 12, Heb. 6. 1, 2. Aits 8. and As 19. 6. I 


. 7ly. Becauſe, they ſay, our Lord did leave 
no Ordinance as abſolutely neceflary to'Church- 
| Communion, but ſuch as holds forth his:Death _ 
and KeſarreQtion, p. g.. as Baptiſm and the Lord's © © 
Supper, Oo | 1,33: ol 
' Azafm. Who told them fo? or doth it follow 
that becauſe Baptiſm arid the Supper are Figures 
of our Lord's/Death, ©c. there ore ti mait be 
a fignre of the ſame, or no Ordinance? This is 
not arguipentative not demonſtrative. 
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_ 8. Becauſe Salvation is . promiſed .on the 
e | Terms of Faith, Repentarice, and Baptilm 3 and 
y- from nefhce they argue there 5. no need or any. 
{ach Ordinance as this of Laying oz of Hands, 
; rf. Salvation .is promiſed particularly to 
r | Faith: He that believer hath the Son,--2ath Life 
and - hall be ſaved, Mark 16. 16. therefore need 
not T be baptized ? Moreover, I deny that any, 
# Ordmance gives a'right to Salvation, any. other 
% ways than as it is an evidence of that Right or 
'FTitle to our Conſciences. Our Right or Title * 


. (is Chriſt's Rightcouſfieſs, or his active and paſ- 


Bfve Obedience only. But fhoald a Man be con- 
Eivinced that Laying.on of .Hands, Church-Com- 
MSmmion, Order, and Diſcipline, or giving to the: 
Woor, &c. were Duties, which he omitted, would | 
his pretended Faith, Repentarice, and. Baptiſm, 
 WMender him a fincere Chrittian ? No, he muſt do: 
" Wl! things Chrift commanded, or taught to be 1 
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done, which he is convinced of, as well xs thoſe 
© three things. pom 
| Ooly. Their xith Reaſon againſt Laying on of 
* Hands, is taken from thoſe Effects that followed 
& this Ordinance, %:z. the extraordinary Gifts cf 
"_ the Spirit. Dory : " 
F _ #:ſw. The fame FEfﬀedts followed all other 
Goſpel-Ordinances : this we have alſo anſwered 
- In the precedent Treatiſe, 


"No 


Toly. Their tenth-Reaſon is, becauſe the Holy | 
Spirit was ſometimes given without Laying or: of 
Anſw. 1 he Holy Spirit is promiſed to them | 
that are baptized ; but becauſe ſome received 
ae Spirit before baptized, needed they not be 
baptized ? In As 10. 44. Cornelizs received the 
_ Spirit, to confirm the Miniſtration of the Word Þþ 
| to the Gentiles before baptized, yet was comman:- | 
ded tobe baptized; nor had he ſo much of the FE 
| - Spirit as to need no. more; and therefore came un- | 
F . der this Ordinance alſo. Belides, becauſe God | 
F may ftep out of his uſual way, muſt we doo F 
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. Irly. Their eleventh Reaſon is, becauſe none *} 
but fach Perſons as were eminently gifted did 
impoſe Hands, &c. | ; o 
_ Ar]. The Apoſtles did all they did as eminent- 7 
ly gifted: but if they are not to be followed by 4 
all regular Paſtors, or Elders ( only ordinarily * 
+ gifted) in Laying on of hands, then not in Preach- 

aptizing, nor in the Adminiſtration of any 'Þ 
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fo 4 later Book, '69. 
- other Goſpel-Ordinance; but this is. alſo fully * 
anſwered in the preceding Treatiſe. iy 
© Inpag. 17, 18, &c. uy wo make the Rea- © 
der conclade that the Hebrews. being faid to * 
be dull of Hearing, and ſo neede& to be taught 
gain the firſt Principles of the Doctrine of : 
it, doth not refer to theſe fix TER J 
but to Matters relating to the Prieſtly Office of | 
Chriſt, &c. Tn | 1 
_Anſw. *Tis true, the Apoſtle was about to in- 
ſtruct them into higher . Myſteries, viz. about 
| Chrift's Prieſthood; but he found them to have 
my meed of "Mitk, and not of firong Meat :. And 
d | moſt evident it is, that by ſtrong Meat he re- 
x | fers to the things which he proceeds to inflgu&t 
c# them in; but the Milk he ſpeaks of are theſe | 
dB things, viz. Repentance, Faith, Baptiſm, and 


TS Hoc, Ct E: 
y hardly underſtood the firſt to uppoe 4 


os 
Oo 


' of A BC of the Chriſtian Faith : but to ſuppole . 
that Milk, or thoſe firſt Principles he ſpeaks of, 
is the ſtrong Meat, is prepoſterous. True, Chriſt 3 
E is properly the Foundation; | but by the Foun- * 
|} dation here is meant thoſe firſt Principles which 
'J - every Babe in Chriſt was to be inſtructed in, 
3 and to practiſe, and then to go on to per- 
fecion. - —_ 4 

Doth it follow, becauſe *tis faid, ot laying - 
again the Foundation of Repentance, &c. that the 
F . Apoſtle only refers to Chriſt, who is the Foun * 
* ation of our Salvation, and of every Principle 2 
Þ - of theChrittian Religion ? Evident it is that the 2 
* : int Principles of the AN of Chrift are. 
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he Foundation- rinciples, -not that the 
1 Fu damentals of. Salvation, but of Church- 
tion: for we will not fay (nor any 
aat none can, be ſaved who 
and come vot under Layi 


ar Church, 

under the 
.. 
3 

BY | Dur Leno need to add any is farther 
| anſwer to this Treatiſe, it ſeeming to me to | 1 
L bare the. leaſt of Argument in it of any Book | ( 
E-bave ſeen writ "AY 4 is Ordinance. 4 
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P ofſcript, 


NT Ow tho I am fully eſtabliſhed in this Princi- 
ple of Chriſt's Do&trine, and do believe it 
1s of the ſame nature with Baptiſm, yet 
I am not of the opinion that ſuch Members in a 


| Church, who are convinced of it, and are under | 
fit to ſeparate themſelves from the Church, 


it, ought tc 
| becauſe the other Members of the ſaid Church 


ſee it not: _, but they ought to bear one with . 


another, until God ſhall pleaſe to open 

eyes. ----We all ſee but m part, and know but in 
part ;, therefore ought to bear one with another. 
Yet let that Church who are of one Mind and 
Judgment in this matter, walk as they have re- 
ceived; and let all take heed how they ſet light 


| by any Holy Precept and- Principle of Chriſt's 4 
Docrine, much leſs to teach Men to break the © * 
"leaft of his Commandments, or to caſt ſuch un-. 


| der contempt and reproach, who in conſcience 
towards God ſpeak and write according to the 


| Light _ received in this and other Caſes, © } 


Muſt we be their Enemies for tclling them the 
| troth? Farewel. WO 
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